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I. A Fall and-Impartia! Account of the Difcovery of | 
A and Witcheraf: pratis'd by FANE WENHAM 
kerne in Hertford pire, the Bodies of ANNE THORN 
ANNE STREET, &¢. The Proceedings againft'Her, from her 
being firft apprehended, tilt fhe was committed to Goal by 
sit HENRY CHAUNCY. ‘Alfoher TRYAL at the Affizes at 
tertford, before Mr. fuftice POWELL, where fhe was found 
Guilty,of Felony and Witchcraft, and receiv’d Sentence of 

Death for the fame. Marchs4. 1734. Pricesd. 


TL, Witchcraft farther Difplayd. Containin 1. An Ac. 
count of the Wstcheraft practtisd by FANE WENHAM,| 
fince her Condemnation upon the Bodies of Ane Thorn andl 
Aine Street, and the deplorable Condition in which they {till 
Temain. 2. An Anfwerto the moft general Objections againt 
the Beinp and Powér of Witches ; ‘with fome Remarks upon ff 
& Gafe of: Fane Wenham in, patticular, and on. Mr. Juftice 
owell’s Procedure therein. To which are added, the TRY ALS 
of Florétice Newton, a famous Witch, at the Affizes held at 
Gork, 1661. as.allo of two Witches ar the Affizes held at 
Edmundsin'Suffelk; before Sir Matthew Hale, Lord Chieff 
' Baron of the Exchequer, by whom they were found Guilty, 

“and executed, 1664. Price 6 d. 
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BRENCH,; giving an Account of their PrefentState and Con- 
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werfions, Theaters, Gallantry, Language, Entertainment 
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t Qaacks, the Gourt, the Great Men, the King, and the Mob. 
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“of Fhinas, Horles, Eating-houfes, Liveries, Conjugal Affect: 

on, Luxury, Vanity, Civility, Garrulity. _Their Courts of 
\Godieature, Invention, Affeétation, Labour, Taverns, Climate, 
Trade, Fruit, Houfe-Rent, Taylors, Brokers, Fair 
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the Number of Houles, Confumprion of Food, Done 
of French. Thethird'Edition. “Pricer, 
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PREFACE. 
: HE general Alarm, which the Relation of the Witcherafe | 
of Jane Wenham has given to the Scepticks ana thy 
Thinkers of the Age, dnd the uncommon Induftry ufea 
y fome People to difcredit it, both by ratfing abundance of Falf- 
i¢s; and endeavouring to turn into ridicule what they cannot con 
ute, is.acertain Sign that thefe Gentlemen find their loofe Prin- 
iples fenfibly touch d, and a clearer Evidence of the Bemg of Spi-. 
its, than they are willingto have. 
For this Reale it is, that I have taken fo much Notice of the 
wo: Pamphlets Lately come out againft it, left rhe good Effetts of fo 
remarkable an Occurrence ‘might any ways be-obfrutted, by the: 


ty want of an Anfwer to thofe Papers, which as isttle as they a Serve. 
Reply, if they had it not, would foonbe cry'd up unan- 

‘ I have therefore carefully examined every thing that looks like 
"ES n Argument in either of thy Antagonifts, and I hope what I bave 
(aid in anfwer to their Objettions will appear clear and ratsonal to 


the Impartial and Fudicious Reader. But as for thefe, whe have 
befere-hand refolved, That all Relations of this nature muft be 
s abfurd and ridiculous, and when they are clofely prefs'a with Rea- 
and Teftimony, always evade the Force of son by 
up aloud Laugh ; donot expect this fhould have any great Bffete 
upon them, any more than upon another fort of Unbelsevers, whe 
cannot give their Affent, unlefs we are able to fatisfy them in all 
f they fhall ask concerning the Cerensomes of 
onaitions of the Contratts with the Devil, and the tike, which 

they that pretend to refolve muft be Wizards themfelves. 
It 18 a ‘great Argument of the Reality of Witchcraft, thatas 
much as it has been laugh’d at by the frothy Libertines, yee st bat 
been generally maintain'd by the Grave, the Wile and the’ Learn- 
ed in all Ages infomuch that there ss ‘not a Civilized Natien, 
that ever I heard of, without its ‘Laws againft this detetable 
Crime. And as the moft Excellent Dr. Batrow expref[es st, The 
- Wifer and more refined Tort of Men, higheft in ‘Parts and Um- 
provements, both from Study and Experience 
Flower of every ‘Commonwealth, Statefnien, 
Jadges and Priefts) upon fo many Octafion’ of great 
tance, after moft deliberate {canning -fuch Pretences and Res 
ports, fhould fo often fuffer themfelves to be deluded, to the 
- €xtreme injury of particular Perfons cohcerned,’ to the 
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iat Of Wifdom and H 

«mable taconceive. In likelihood # 
thefe.things, were it a 

aind onld conf 

q ane would Co! tong fi been difown’ 
| the Wes ince n difown’d, 

Caiion 


=. #t) concludes bis Book with a Piece of grave Advice to the Cler 
teftvdy Phyfc more: if fays be) the Clergy would be a little 


ir fo 
© Seforward to alcribe tho 
= tuse.is primarily concerned. J thivk I cannot bétter conclude 
thie Preface thanen the Words of avery Learned.Phyfician in the 


ind, to the hazard of their own Reputa. Il 
fcems, in no wife, reafo. 
Mather the whdle Kind ofall 

logether'vain and -grongdies, wonld & 
frequent and fo mature Difcuffions have appearéd to 


lode. | orld. . For, upon this 
‘tig aid in Opinionixgn ases delet, Nv 


atu 2 


Nat. Dear.’ Time wipeth out ground. 


but contirms shat which is . 
and real. Vol. 2: os that which is founded in Nature. 


: 0 fo great a Man fujiciehtly evinces, that the 
the Sheets 1s at leaf not fo Ridiculovs it 


Bat becaufe both myAnfwerers pretend to underfiand Dlyfic 
ana one of fayi, That tis want of Knowledge in the Art of 
Phy fic makes Men attribute meer natural Diftempers to 

*,. And the Author of the Full Confutation (as be calls 


more conver@nt with Hiltory of Dileafes; and enquire 


Marrowly into the Phyfical Caufes of things, feveral Ef- 


feéts would not neither would. they be 


Dileafes to the Devil, where Na- 


Cafe; “ths the Famous Sor Thomas Browne, mhofe efttmony will 
certaznly be allow'd of greater Weight than can be by 
Kertfordihire Pretender. | 


ke “lt, is. a,Riddle to. me how the Story of Oracles hath not 
of the World that doubtful Coficeit of Spirits and 


és ; how fo many Learned Heads fhould far forget 


| 
their Metapbylicks, and deftroy the Ladder and Scale of Crea: 
the Exiffence of Spirits. For my part, l 


have ever Deliev'd, and do now know, that there ase Witches ; 
cher that doubt of thefe, donot only deny them, but Spirits, 

sxe obliquely and upon confequence, a fort not of Inhdels, 
butiAtheifts,. Thole, that toconfute their Incredulity defire to 
fea Apparitions, fhali doubtlefs never behold any, nor bave the 


> Bawerr to.be fo muchas Witches :. The Devil hath them alrea- 


detieia Herefy as.capital as Witchcraft, and to appear to them 


were buttocenvertthem, Adedici, felt. 30. 
Sie | | ae. 
Witchcraft, p24. one 
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Lmpoffbility of W. itchcr 


E Author of this doughty Performarice, after having q 

vetylgravely acquainted his Reader, “That they 
repeated Sollicitations of many Letrers fiom bis Preends q 


and Corre/pondents, thefe Papers appear in this manmter, q 
nblifhed in one Pampblee for the géencral Good + as if. inttead of 
having been out buta Fortnight or three Weeks, and thatene _ 


By to fill up a f{candalous News-Paper *, they had ftood the: 
: elt of fome very confiderable Time, and had been receiv’& 

with univerfal Applaafe, falls imniediately upon, swo 
Biections, which he thinks it abfulucely neceflary ‘to réniovel? 
before he proceeds any farther. 
foeuld. 


_ The firtt is, That itis Awety odd thing, that our Laws 
impower Judges to put People to Death for Witcheraft, 
46 no fuch thing as a Witch in the World. Vid. Prefacés 

In Anfwer to which he tells us, That it is faid, Thar the 
334 of Henry VUIlL. wes the firft Statute againft Witcherafe 3 and 


* Proteftant Poft- Boy, 
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3 forthe Defpight of Chrift, or Lucre of Money, to pull down an 


me. fleets of Popery ind Superfiition. | 
mit will not therefore be amils to fatisfy she Reader in. 
firlt Place,of the true Meaning of that4 


: ‘ gainit Sorcery and Witchcraft in the fucceedin Reigns. 
In Nath. Bacon's Continuation of an Hiforical 


mee Tears, and they it. So that it feems this Statute was made to 
clip the Power of the Clérgy, and ‘take thi¢-Crime from un- 
fe. «6 Ger their Cognizance, and bring it before the Civil Power. 
4 The Glergy had. for fome Hundfeds of Years condemned 
«Witches as-Hereticks and Apoftates, and now’ the Laity were re- 
a = folved to take \the Power of trying Witches:into their own 
“Hands; fo thatthis plainly fhews this Law ‘to be fo far from 
the of Pricftcraft and Superftition, that one Defign of it 
mm, was to leffen the Pow of the Church, by taking from 
fee the “Right. proceeding againtt fuch*Perfons by E¢- 


Geniures, which then extended to. Life,’ in fome 
Gafess as this in Particolar, which was punifhed by Death as 
obitinate Merely. But left itfhould give anyEncouragement to 
paee- Pragtices of this Nature, they were made Felony, without 
mee Benefit of the Clergy , and fo.were ftill punifhable as before 
with Death, only Sentence was pronofnced in another Court 
me. Of Jadicature. Before this Power came to the Clergy, it had 
het’ Felony, which fhews the Senfe the Saxens had ‘of it, and 
it faagain. Thefe Words; Or for Defpight of 
&c. are by ‘no Means fairly reprefented by our Author, 

me as the’ Reader may-ealily fee by the Context, which runs thus, 
it enatted, Bic, That if\any Perfor or Perfons, after the 
of May next coming, ufe, derife, prattife, or exertife, or 


caujeto be ufed, or exercifed, any Tnvocations 
entseor Sorce- 
or to walt, 

o7 G00 Jy 


Gonjurations of Spirits, Witcbtrafts, Enchan 
vies, to the Intent 10 get or find Money or reafu 
conjume, or deftroy Any Perfon tn his Boay, Hlembe 


Bee Cro/s, which is there made Felony, he concludes, That rhs fi 
of the-Relizion which then 
the Repeal of-it,- VI. - cap.-12- ante 
2447. cap. 1. a Legal Toleration for Witches, and thereby 
fee WOuld infinuate in the very Entrance of his Book, that the Be- Iai 
of Witchcraft, and the Laws againft it, were only the 


Difcourfe of the 
me «Government of England, p. 257. {peaking of new Felonies im 
me the time of Henry VIII.-he fays,. That among theft 

Conjuration or Witchcraft comes firs old Eglony in thé Saxons 
time, but fince bad gotten its Clergy for the {pace of five hundred 


in which he finds thefe Words, O; im 


peal, and the Reafon of more fevere Tews 
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provoke any Perfon to unlawful Love, or by Occafion’ or Com 
fuch or any of them, or for Defpight 
7 Lucre.of Money, dig up or pull down any Crofs, or vy fue i 
vocations, &c- Our Author. in his Quotation out of this 
tute feems purpofely to have omitted the Words aig up, 
‘Mich are not for his purpofe indeed, but help to give a 
ight into the true Meaning of the Claufe he has inferted in 
is Preface, which indeed is this: The Witches of thofe times 
MB (ed. to dig up Crofles, or pull ’em down, to make ufe of 
ahem in their Enchantments 5 which is therefore forbidden in 
‘Mihis Statute, for the fame Reafon that taking up dead. Mens 
for Magical Uses, is made Felony by 1 Jac. Cc. 12. as 
May appear more plainly by the Preamble to this Statute, of 
Byvhich 1am now treating ; but for the fake of Brevity, [refer 
he Reader to the Aét it elf. *Tis probable that they made 
Male cf thefe Crofles in fome Ceremonies of Witchcraft, in 
hich they might poffibly burn or trample them under Foot, 
Mor fome other ways do defpight to the Cro/s of Chrift. - 
This Aé&t was afterwards repealed in an Act pafs’d 1 Edm.VI. 
in which al] Aéts of Hémry VIII, making new Felonies or | 
Treafons, were annulled : ’Tis probable this wasdoneat the 73m 
Beginning of a new Reign, to quiet the People, who had 
Reafon to be difgufted at the Severity of fome new Laws made, 
relating to Capital Crimes. This Repeal was alfo:confirm’d 
1 Mar. in the Preamble to which the abovefaid Realon is to 
be found.. And it is owing only to the Confufion and Hurry 
of thofe times, that no new Law was made againft Witches 
before Queen Elizabeth's Reign ; when there was great Oc- 
calion indeed for fuch a one, the Queen her felf being aimed 
at by the Wickednels of Sorcerers. 
In Order to thew the true Reafon of making anew Law a- 
gainft Witehcraft in Queen Elizaberh's Reign, 1 thall 
Leave to tranfcribe a Paflage or two out of Mr. Serype’sJn= a 
troduction to the Hiftory of the Reformation under Queen Bliza- ae 
beth. Page 6. he fays, that ‘ There were fome already of tte \ 
opifb Faction contriving Mifchief againft the Queen,— by. 
with lome Conjurers, to caft their Figures to calcus 
ate the Queen’s Life, and the Duration of her Governs 
and the like, And after having related the Proceed? 
ings againit feveral.of thefe Conjurers, he goes on thus, p. 7. 


7 


to confider how thefe Sorceries prevail'd a~ 

g PROS this Time, and fo.om for fome of the firft Yearsof the 
Reign, and the Mifchiefs they did, and the Fears 
, Many good ands fober Men had of their b:witching the Tamm 
Queen aer lel. This is evident fronr a Puffage in asters 
2 ‘ mon 
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anfertit; efpecially fince fram the Q out 
Sermon: (befides the great Weight of his Teftimony tom 


the Being arid Power of Witches) there are two: things 
great ule to be colleéted.. 1. The Vanity of thofe who’pte 
gends that the: Notion of Witchcraft: owes its Imptoverent 
{ = to Popifh Impoftures, He being the great Champion. of 


me 6 formed; and, 2dly. We trom thence plainly fee, what font ok 
Witches! thole were, again(t whom the Law was made; 
only, but fach as afflifted and tormented the Bo- 
«@ies of theit Fellow-Subjefts, fqmetimes even unto Death. 

fee SO that now | think nothing can be clearer than the Account @ 
of the Occalion of this Law which I have the rathep thought 
eat worthany while to.enqiire after, héecaufe our potable At 

thor recommends fuch an Enquiry; thereby implying & 
whateven be wis'atham’d pofitively tojafirm, that ix would 


9 


King James's Reign, this A& was repealed by another 
the fame Effeet,:.which is {till in Force; There was allo 
the fame Reafon for fuch a Law in his Time,’ who had 
acquainted with feveral Inftamees of this Watere: 
| fhall infert,.which happened int Scotland fevera Years 
ote his coming: to thec:Englith Crown, is taken out 0 


Archbifhop, Spot/wood’s Hiftory of the Church of Scotland, 


of Bifhop Fewel’s before the’ Queen > wherein he thug 
-addrefleth toxher : ‘By the way to touch Woy 
or two of this Matter, for that the horrible ufing of Your. pais 
Subjetts enforceth shereunts. Tt may’ pleafe Your 
derftand, that this iad of People, 1 mean Witches Sort 
within this few laf Tears, are 
wethin Your Grace's Realm. ‘Thefe Eves have'feen wiofk evi 
aud manifeft: Marks of their. Wickednefs. Tour Grate 
Subjetts away even unto the Death, their Colouw fade, 
“their Flefh their Speech ts benumbed, their-Senfes 
bereft. Wherefore Your poor Subjects moft humble Petitiii 
© your is, that ithe Lars touching fuch Malefattors ma 
be: putin due Execution. For the Shoal them “is Cut, 
© theer: Doings berrible, their Adalice intolerable, the Exariple 
moft miferable, and J God they may jor 


1501, Molt of this Winter. was {pent in the Difco-" 
every and Examination of Witches and Sorcerers. Amongft 
Simpfor (comnionly called the wile Wife of Ker a) 
molt remarkable ; 4 Wonvan_ not of the bale igno- 
(rant fort of Witches, but Matron-like, grave, and fettled 
Semin er Anfwets, which were all tofome purpole. In het 
xamination fhe declared, That fhe had a familiar Spirit, 
Who upon het Call ‘did appear in a vifible Form, and refolve 
Me her of any doubtful Matter, efpecially concerning the Life 
or Death of Perfons lying fick. And being ask’d, Whag 
‘Words fhe ‘us’d when. fhe, called the Spirit? She faid hee 
Words were Holla Maf er, ‘and that he bad learned her fo 
tO. do. She further confels'd, That Earl Bothwell had moved 
Wi her to enquire what thould-become of the Kiug, how long he 
‘ie should reign,and what fhould happen after hisDeath and that 
fe the Spirit having undertaken to. make away. the King, after 
m he had failed, in performing, and was challenged by her, 
F confefs’d it was not in his Power, {peaking Words fhe un- 
derftood not but as fhe did take them, the Words were, 
Tl eft homme de dieu. Richard Graham,, another notorious 
Sorcerer, being appreneeaes at the fame time, made the 
m like Confeffion of Bothmell, which was the Canfe of his 
Commitment in April following. 
me it feems Witchcraft was already punifhable with Death ith 
me scotland, as. appears by the Proclamation againft Bothwell, af- 
-feeter his Efcape out of Prifon, in which he is charged with his 
“e having confulted with Witches.and Necromancers for berea»ing 
bis Majcfty of his Life, as was manifeft by the Confeffion of fome 
me that had already fuffered, and others yet alive who were fhortly . 
to be cxecuted, ibid. p. 384. | 
So that King Yames had Reafon enough to pif a fevere Law 
again{t Necromancers, as he did in the firft Year of his Reiga. 
_ Before | leavé this Scotch Story, I cannot but take Notice ~ 
what a convincing Proof here is, that evil Spirits are able to 
; do nothing without the Divine Permiffion; which our Author 
fo profafely laughs at. Here you {ve Agnes Simpfon's Familiar 
confeffing, ‘thar although he had promis’d to make away the 
m King, yet he had not Power to perform it, he being I! homme 
é dieu, a Man ol God, one more immediately under the 
Divine roteétion ; but more of this in its proper Place... ~ 
ays, though without any manner_of Reafon, 
were adjudg'd Hereticks, and fuffer’d as fuch, to 
eftablifh the Dominion of the Pope, and the Profit of the Ii 
tort," tho hdd a'Share in the Good ‘of 
PRO im the Goods and Eftates of Perjons fo 
| 
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cendemned. Ho the Jngusftors might, for the Lucre of 
Money, abuie their is befides fhe prefent 
examine. ready enotigh to believe, they were none of 
the faireft and moit impartial Judges; but this that, 
Witches were juftly deem’d as Hereticks and Apoftates, not 
wpon Account of the Gain thar might thereby accrue to the, 
me Anguifitors, but for a very good Reafon, which. our Author 
bimielf tells us, viz. Becaufe Witches had renounced their Bape. 
Vow, and ador'd Satan. A folid and fub{tantial Reafon,., 
me say, is here given, drawn from the very Nature of the 
Mee Crime adjudg’d to be Herefy. How then could our Author, 
a, with any Appearance of Candor or Ingenuity, affirm in the 
wery next Line, Ava this they did, viz. fappos’d Witches 

as Hereticks, to eftablifh the ufurp’a. Dominion of the Pope, &c. 
entring into a folemin League and Covenant with the 
Devil, if renouncing our Baptifmal Vow, (which is attefted 
by innumerable Confeflions of Witchesto be part of that 
fe Covenant) if this be not the worft fort of Apofecy, 1 know 
Hot what can be called fo ; and if it be, then certainly it may. 
a be condemn’d as fuch, without the Imputation of Popery or 
Superftition. And in this the Romif} Inguifitors have done no 
gore, than what muft be juftified by the common Confent of 
| aay good Chriftsans, that believe there is any fuch thing as en- 
tring into thele Diabolical Confederacies. 
The 2d Objection to the Impofflibility of Witchcraft, ta: 
ken Notice of in this Preface, is this: Others affirm, That the 


Records of fuftice are full of Infances in all Ages of the Truth 
of Witchcraft, which in their Opinion amounts *t0 a De monfira- 
sion: Andhow does he, to guier the Minds-of thele, them 
i som far of their Surmifes are from any thing that bears the Face 
mo Reality, which he very boldly promifes to do? Why, he 
Nothing of this amounts to a Demonftration, becaufe as 
Mr. Gianvil fays, we are ignorant of the Extents and Bou 5 of 
*Nature’s Sphere and Poffibilities, and Judges may have fuffer'a 
rhemfelves to be impofed upon by falfe Witneffes,. may have,con- 
demn'd innocent Perfons, for Fatts impoffible tot Aone, br upen 
mothe Teftimony of prerenaed Witch-finders and lafily, Fudges 
themfelves are not infallible ; and Can all this, ambunt to a 
gnonftration ? This is ‘the Sunt of his Argument, which yetl 
tell him proves nothing at alt, unlels he can, make it 
me appear, that al! Judges, who have condemne “Witches, have 
Sheen fo impofed upon ; ‘all Witnefles againit emi, forfworn., 
‘all the {trange Actions imputed to ‘em, impoffible to be’ per- 
form’d with rhe Alfiftance of aa evil Spirit atid all.the Judges 
Mm in thefe Cakes to have been as ignoranr, as thofe who exten 
municat 


> 


: 
| 
| 


unicated the Bifbop of Mentz. for believing there were’ 
Mi jes ? And yet this, as neceflary as it is, to make his Arga- 


eafon, hedoesfiot fo much as prefume to affirm. Ifany one. 
Ms{ the many ‘thoufand Stories of Witchcraft, if any ome of the 
B-onfeffions of the Parties accufed be true, then thar is a De- 
onflration, and ail the reft may be fo, notwithftanding any 
here faid’againft it. ‘Altho’ for my Part lam very ready 
Bo allow, that there have been many Impoftares of this Kind, | 
Mabut this can never prove, ‘that there is no fuch thing as Truth 


hat all Errors-take their Original from fonte Traths, which 
Since Author had promis’d in his Title-page, to confute 
expofe the Depolitions againft Jane Wenham, it was but rea- 
MeWotld; but inftead of that, he fhuffles us off with the follow- 
Mino Excufe. Tfrould here (fays He) according to the Defire of 
ome Perfons, enter into the Merits of the feveral Depofitions that 


meSixteenin Number but out of Refpett to the Sacred Habits whica 
ml woof THEM wear, and the Incapacities of the other Fourreem, 
to their refpettive Apartments, with no further Re- 
than that the Inconfiftencies which they are guilty of, foew 
m they ftand-very much in Need of Ref, &c. Thefe are his very 
; Words, which how to make Senfe of, 1 muft own'my felf ata 
> Be Lofs, What.does he mean by Twoof the Depofitions wearing 
_ Be Sacred Habits, and the Incapacities of the other Fourreen ? Or, 
how can hé evade the Chatge of writing downright Won-fenfe, 
where Nothing but ftrong Confutation was expeéted ? How- 
: ever, | will take no farther Advantage of this horrid Blunder, 
| and will fuppofe he meant the Witneffes, Two of which he 
: vouchfafes to fpare, upon Account of their Cloth, and the o 
thers he flights for their Incapacities. But being my {elf One 
| of the Fourteen whofe Incapacities he (o much contemns, and. @ 
Whole Jaconfiftencies, he is pleas'd to. fay, foew they very mah 
, fey fond in Need of Reft, | think my, felf oblig’d to challenge him | 


before all the World, to be as good as his Word, to confute® | 


and ex pofe thele De oftions. aghe 
the Inconfiftencies as d to do, and fhew 


of them, or elfe publitkly to beg Pardon for 
the Banter he has pot upon the World, by prewwndian in his 


very Tstle-page to do what he has not 
perform in his Book: nas} o much as attempted to 


_ not take it il}, if 
for this idle Preface. ‘Let us 
{elf any better in his Book, 


» and what fince he has mor done, he mult @ 

tell him plainly he caynot do. Andtomuch 

fee whether he will acquit him- am 
Tis 


ent avail’ any thing in the Judgment of Men’of Senfe and 


other well attefted Relations, fince it is rations! to believe, 


onable to expeét fome Performance of this Prémife to the = 


Bare inferted at large in the full and impartial Account, which aré % 
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flow grown very fafhionable amon hole wh ‘either 

advance new Opiaidns, againit the Senfe ofthe 

and Learned Fart, ofthe World, or endeavour to deftroy the 

Old ones erabrac’d by them, to. begin with finding Fault with 

the Tran flation. of the Bible now in Ule; and'they thiok, ‘that. 

by crying out agafnit this ranf{lation, they may eafily get 
Any Sctiptare that liesin their Way, to,which they are 

Beta little encourae d, both by the Eafinels of thus evading 

Sedjections they:.could not otherwife anfwer, aad a certain: 

“Vanity of Temper, by which they. pleafe themfelves with fan- 

Spine that by Means they thal{ feem more Learned than 

me their Fathers that went before them. And thus itfeems it is 

vith our Anthor,: inftead of fhating the Cafe fairly tovhis Rea- & 

Ger, Or endezvouring to prove the Jimpo(fibility Witcheraft, 

thewing his AZanners by {coffing at Sir Henry Chauncy for 

committing Fane lVenham to Goal for Witchcraft, producin 

| a Scrap of Lat out of Citera,to fhew his Learning,.p. 1. and; 

«Wondering with himfelf at the  Superfition and Credulity 

moe @ the World concerning the Aétions of Witches, he denies, 
See that there are any Examples of their prodigious Power other than 

3m Edeathen Fables, or that.it has any Foundation in-Holy 

comes flap dafh upon our Tranflators in thele Words, 

Lis true, our Tranflators of the Bible, in the 18th Chapter 

af Deuteronomy, call a CONFECTURER an ENCHANTER, 

which why they fiould, at al imagine, there beimg not 

the dealt Hint of fuch a Signification.sn the Hebrew Word MAN- 

KESH, which far better reader'd in the Old Tranflation, A 

mm REGARDER OF THE FLYING OF FOWLS, for that 1s 

the Truth ( Now for a wonderful Difcovery! ) tho’ not. 

ALL the Truth,. The Flight of Forls being but one Way.of many, 

whsch the Conjetturers made ufe of... 


An an(wer to. which, firft craving Leave (with Submiffion 
)‘toread the Word, 


£0 this Authot's profound Skil] in He 
(Menacef) upon the Authority .of the Learned Dr. 
mee ftenry More, from the famte great Man, in his Poit{cript to 4. 

Metter prefix’d to the 2d Edition of Ar. Glanvil's Sadducifamus 
Trivmphatus, p. 24.1 fay firft# That it will be readily allow’d| 


| Sime, that a Charmer and an Enchanter is all. one, fo shat itit 
Now Dr. A@re faysy, 


very well fignifie Charamers, but 
y. their Charming, from [2Va-. 


chafh) -which fignifies a Serpent, trom whence Dr. 


That this Word Aenacefp ma 
P Fi “= 71. nen 
ethis Reafon for his Opinion, That.a Verb in Pibel, sometimes 
ECefpecia lly when it is form’d from a Noun) has.a contrary Sig: 
nification 5 


e 


nification , of which he produces fevefal Inftances, for which 
® 1 refer the Learned Reader (and my Author ifhe can read’emy 
Me. the Book it felf; and concludes his Argument in thele 
maWords. “ And therefore there feems to have been a great: 
Deal of Skill and Depth of Judgment, in our Englifh Lran- 
¢ flators that render (AZenacefh) an Enchanter, efpecially when ~ 
‘ that of Augur or South-fayer, which the Septuagint call 
might feem fustable with this black Lift, 
Mm there being fo many harmlefs Kinds of it ; for there4s no 
fuch Abomination in adventuring to tell, when the wild 
- Geefe fly high in great Companies, and cackle much, that 
hard Weather is at hand. But to rid Serpents by a Charm 
= above the Power of Nature ; and therefore an Indication 
of onethat has the Affiftance of [ome invifible Spirits to affift 
- him in this Expleit, as it happens in feveral others ; and 
therefore this isanother Name of one that is really a Witch 
, ave here produced both Reafon and 
prefent Tranflation of this Text, 
my out of Refpeét to the rett of my Readers, it being more’than 
ny notable Antagonift deierves, who gives only his bare Say-fo 
mor what he alledges, and therefore might well enough be an- 
: eg d the fame Way ; but tho’ [ have no great Reverence for | 
Rew’ I think it mine and every Writer's Duty to have a great 
| pee and Refpeét for the impartial Reader, and eo | 
proceed to examine his next politive Affi 
bar it is this, p. 3. 
A fecon Miftake of our Tranflators ¢ 
H, which the Sepivagint renders by thd 
fone Ora meaning an [MPOSTOR, not Pos- 
r. For it is ridiculous to-think, That 
ICHCRAFT or Potfons, but for 
bave rendred it WI TCH RAF T 
een | again taking Leave to read'this Hebrew Word di 
my Author, but sgreeably to Dr. AZ oF iffe- 
ers 1 ever met with but himlelf, Azecafle 
Is angry at our Tranflators 
a Witeh, which he in one Line 
profound Crit; encficus impliey but an Jmpoflor. Now if 
| has not two and be any 
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Ways. Contitent with hinlelf, he aflows this Tmpoftor to be als 
Mir acle-monger, that is, one who carries on his Impofture 
doing Wonders, a-Miracle-working, or to Reep to his own 
polite: Exprefiion, a Miracle-monging Impoftor : Now the 

p ang of AZiracles in the loweft-Atceptation of the ‘Words, im- 
plies doing fomething beyond the ufual Courfe of Nature, which 
cannot be done without the Affi(tatice of fome #vi/ible Being; 
Good ‘or Evil ; Good it cannot be, becaufe fuch Wenders are 


exprefly forbidden to be done by Holy Scriptures $sdo that it 


» miuit be an evil Spirit, by whofe Power thefe {trange Things 


3 are done, and-confequently he or the, who makes ule of this 


» Spirit in working Wonders, comes within the Definition of 
a@ Witch, which I have laid down,’ p. 29. (Of Witchcraft far- 


ther Difplay’d) Viz.One by open or fecret League confenteth 
a teufethe Aid and Ajfiftance of an evil Spirit in working Won- 
ie ders, beyond the ordinary Power of Nature. So that our Au- 


| thor is trapp 


em, who ftood before Pharaoh, did not really perform the 


thuch that they madeall thefe'Wonders appear to the Senfes to 


| fay,’ ipon thtowing down a Rod dpon:the Ground, to make it 
appear Vifibly a Serpent, without the Affiftance 


4 © put of the Rivers the dry Land’? “And‘if not, this very De- 
ceptio Vifis, this holding of Péoples Eyes, feeming to do what 


lin hisown Words, and brought to a Confeflion 
Before he is'awareofit, 
as Fane Wenham, when the found fome Days after -her. 
Confeffion, that it was-like tobe made ufe of againft her, fell 
£60 Equivocations and Evafions, endeavouring to retract what 
had faid, if poffible fo does’ our Witch-Advocate, and 
fays, 4. Wor let any one think, that for the Performance thefe 
COUNTERFEIT Miracles, they ftood in Need of the: Devils 
Affifiance ; for what they performed, either exceeded not the 
Gompajs of Haman Art, altho” miraculous in the Eye) the Vul- 
Dogar or if it did, then it was not really perform'd, but a meer 
juglins Impoftor.. Such Kind.of Fuglers were thofe who ftood before 
Pharaoh in Oppofition to. Motes and Aaron, ‘Bat alas! this 
Bvafion will not ferve his Turn ; for let us fuppofe with him 
for once, for Argument’s Sake} that thefe Fuglers, as he calls 


ae Wonders recorded of them ; yet thus much he matt own, that 
by their jueling Impoftures they-impos’d upon the Eyes of. all 


the Egyptian Spectators, and ‘alfo: of AZofes and» Aaron, in{o- 


be really perform’d. Andsisit poflible fo to'delude the Senfes of 
Innumerable Speetators by Mtfman Art? Is it poflible, | 


bolical Power? Can any Legerdemain or Slight of Hana; 
the Waters feem to be Blood, Leptons of krops seem to come 


not'done, isa Wonder petform’d by Witchcraft this 
; 


J 


we 
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ic wrought by Fafcination and Ajifance of the Dex 

[Mecaffephim§ ©. mutant, C.transformant res naturales ad afe 
MB pectum oculi. And that this 1s really meant not of your com: 
Memon Jugiers, who feem to eat Fire before a Company of Peg- 


en’s Sight, is very evident, from Exod. 22, 18. Thou foatt not 
1 which we render.a Witch, to ive, which 
would be.a-barbarous and cruel Law againit a poor Germar 
Artif for his Legerdemain: So that now, [ hope, I have made 
it plain, that altho’ we fhould fuppofe, (what I will by mo 
Means grant) that the Magicians of Egypt did only impofe 
upon the Sight of Pharaah, A@ofes, and Aaron, yet it 
makes not in the leaft for our Author’s Purpofe; his AGrecle- 
mongers are {till Waches. | 

But, why smay not the Greek Word ddeuax@ be here 
render'd any otherwife than an Impofture? And why muft 
alfo fignifie nothing but Impoftures? Why,,we 
have our Author’s Word for it; and he’s a Man that ftands up- 
Bon his Credit, and muft and:will be believ'd xpon Honour, But 
alas! if he:has no better Vouchers in other Matters, his Word 
will go-but.a little Way. What! None of ,the antient Ag- 
thors to fpeak,one Word in his Behalf? JVe'er-a Scrap of Greek 
or Latin, to, that Alippocrates, Plato; Diofcorides, Arif- 
tophanes, Theocritus, Galen,.@e. were .a -Parcel*of ignorant 
Block-heads, and underftood not their own Language, when 
they moft commonly uled ddenex@- & dacuaxtuss (althoefome- 
times for a.Poifoner) fora Sorcerer, and for Witch- 
craft, as has been copioully proved beyond Evalion, by more 
than one. that have written,of Sorcery? Not one WitnefSto 
their Learning and Skill in Interpretation? Produce.your 
Evicence for Shame, Sir, ifyyou can, or you'll go near te he 
cait. by. in Englifh Jury. . Why, Gentlemen, the Truth of the 
Bulinels is, he has a little over-fhot himfelf, as, Men of Mettle 
and bright Parts will dg now and then; eft errare, 
and fo no more of this,at prefent ; and fince it is plain enough 
from what has been faid, that his Interpretation, tho’ allow’d, 
will do him no Good, ¢’en let him peaceably enjoy it, whe- 
ther he can prove it or no... And proceed we now to the 3¢ 
Error, which he charges upon our Lranflators; p. 5. “ 

The third Error of our Franflatorsis ({ays.he ) their miftaking 
aConfuleer with Oracles, ervFalfe Prophets, fora Confulter with 
familiar operits In order to’ prove» which, .he. tells. us, 
Word fignsfies in Scripture, fomerimes the G ift of Ora- * 
aud Perfon hatha fuch aGift. It fgnifies 


by > a 


le at a Fair, but of fuch who raile Magical\Spettres todeceive 


& 
a 
> 
a 
= 
— 
4 
q 
be 
€ 
a 
« 
% 
. 


ajo 4 Bottle, & de | 
mee aljo 4 Bottle, &c. Vi .5. The Sum of what he 


would be at is, That the Sort of Diviners meangby the Hebrew 
Words, (Shoel-Obb] were fome that made ufeora Bottle, or 
me nollow Trunk, to deliver their Oracles through, that theit 
me. VOices might feem to ‘be more than Human, and very much 
mm their Tone moft needs be alter’d thereby, efpecially sf they 

were tn a Cave, or Room under Ground, when they made Anfwer 
te Enguries. Well, and what then?’ Why thele were a Pack 
» Of cheating Impoftures. How does he know that ? Know it, 
= why he proves it by Scripture ; He fays, Thefe Kind of cheat- 
Tricks are plainly alluded unto by the Prophet VWaiah; in thefe 
mee. Words, Thy Poict fhall be as an Oracler out of the Earth, and 

me thy foall piep out of the Duft, He luppofes, the Pro- 

BS. “phet bere chiefly hints at the Necromantick Oracler, or one that 
me pretended to confult the Dead: Who by himfelf, or bis Confede- 

S vate, did counterfest a Voice like the pieping of a Chicken, that st 
might the more plaufibly feem to be the [mall Voice of a poor de- 
«parted Ghoft, ibid. Hey-day ! Piep like a Chicken, through a 
“hollow Truk, to imitate the fiill Voice of a Ghoft ! This'whole 
| ‘Paragraph is fo.ob{cure, that I don’t know where to find any 
‘thing that bares the Face of an Argument, which makes meé, 


Who am fot very-inclinable totruft him, apply my felf to the 
and thatofthe Words. 


s Par- 
‘bat flands thus in the New, chap. 29. v- Thou fhalt 
the Grewia, and thy Speech fhall be low out of the Duf, 
and thy Voice be as of one that hath a familtar Spirit out of 
Mee ¢he Grounds and thy Speech fhall whifper out of the Duft. Thus 


Places preatly illu(trate each other, and confirm the prefent 
Trapflation. The Word (Obb) Dr. More in his Poltfeript 
above quoted, fiznifies as much as PYTHO as PY THO 
me allo, though it took its Name at firft from PYT HII V ATES, 
fier fies no more than Spiritum Divinationis general, 
tells hidden Things, or Things to come. And an 
alfo agrec sn tins, that they both fignifie esther the D: 


J 


©*There’are two Places in the Prophet Jazah, which, Til 
pole, my: Author has ‘here in his Eye. The Firftis, ch2p. 
19, And when they foall fav unto you; feck unto them that have 
familar Spirsts, and unto Wizards that prep, and mutter, &e. 
Which the Sepruagimt renders thus, Zntncars ey 

be Other ‘is, that which. 1 fuppofe, my Author 


virit it felf, or the Party 
being render'd byt 


this Matter. Beforéthe O 
was a Common, on which Goats ufed to graze, in which was a 


Den with alittle Mouth at Top 3 and it was obfervd, that 
when any of the Goats look’d into this Hole, they fell askip- 
ping and making an odd Noile, ( which afterwards occafion d 
Goats to be reckon’d Brutes of Divination, to which Tertallsan 
alludes, cap. 23. of his Apologetick, when he lays, per quos 
({peaking of Deemons) & Capra divinare confueverunt) Core- 
tas the Goat-head having taken Notice of this odd Phanomenom, 
went himfelf to the Place, and looking in, fell immediately a 
Prophefying, as did many others who went to vifit ity and 
fome (fays Tully) were ftrangled, Terra Anbelitu, with the 
{trong Streams that came out of the Earth, Vide Dioder. 
Lib. 16. Upon this it was foon {pread abroad, that there was 
a Spirit of Divination in the Place ; upon which therefore t 
placed a Tripos, or Three-footed Stool, with a confecrated Prieft- 
efs upon it, who receiv’d her In{piration from below, txaSnptre 
72 teirods, and hence thefe Sort of Oracles were called 


> 
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CMe eyyaseuvde, as having a Spirit which afcended out of the 
into their Bellies it is that the Ree 
le MB fon of the Name [06h] which does indeed, as my Author 
i, fays, fometimes fignifie a Botrle, might be taken from that 
of M Spirit which was in the Body of the Party, and fwell'd it toa 
is Protuberancy, like the Side of a Bottle ; and thofe Words, 
oe Thy fpeech thall be low out of the duft, allude to the Whifper of 
is their Divining Spirit. Thus, think, Ihave. given a rational 
10 Account of the the Text, fully juftify'd the Trans 
at fe flators, a clear’d the xprefiion of Wizards pieping and mut- 
the ridiculous Comment of this judicious 

1d * See 


Mr, Reeves’s Notes on Tertullian’: Apologetich, cap, 23, 


hath that Spirit. But bere m 
is neceffatily unaerjiood the Spirit as Pythots, 
16. 16. if you read with Ifaac Caufabon, be 
if may he underftood either way. SO far Dr. More, now 
the better to let my Reader underftand how thele syvaseiuvbor, . 
or Belly Prophets, received and deliver’'d their Oracles, and = @ 
the Meaning of having a familar Spirit out of the Ground, ' 23 
will put him in Mind of a remarkable Circumftance, concerna- 4 
ing the Occafion of the general Retort of the Heathen * World ‘ 
o the Oracle of Delphgs, which will hetp-very much to clear 
y 


mer Seome now to take a View of the firit Particular our Ar 
thor to prove, p.6. Viz. That this ftrange Norion 
Wsicherafe has 1s. Foundation in Heathen Fables, He tells. 
Thet not only Dten but Women have been famous Prophe/yings 
whence they were called Sage, as alfo ful. and mira: 
Exploits, whence they took she, Name of Lamiz.or Vene; 
“they were call'd Lamige from their, Adyentures among little 
Children. — And towards the Botiom of Page 7. he lays, Th 
mere filed VENEFICAG, becaufe they mere won't to make tle 
Herbs, which. they fuppofed had firange Kind of Virtues in’em, 
por with Herbs.or Charms they almays atted. Well, and what 
a5 alk this but an Argument of the Antiquity of the Notion of 
Perici And what does it prove, bur that there were {uch 


~ 


eople formerly .as well.as now,; becaufe the Heathens had 
utches.among. them, as.no dopbt but they had,. more than 
have among.us Chriftians. then ? Is the Notion it 
Mitherefore fabulousand chymerical, becanfe the Heathens 
ag ef, OF is it not rather.a firong Proof of the, Reality of 
She Witches,.that the Ancients not only believd 
were Perfons, but alfo attributed the fame 
4 to them, 25:the, Witches of our Times have-confelsd 
shemielves to be guiltyof, even. to.a nice and. exaét Agree: 
ment ia. many of the minute Circumftances, which our 
oid Women caninever be fuppos'd to have learned from the 
Latin: Poets, Hiltorians, or Philofophers, whom they 
dave hafdiy ever: beard of ? And therefore I fay, this Agree- 
ment, between them'isan Argument .of the Reality of fuch 
«Performances; me mention but one Inftance of this among 
@ which our, Author. himfelf puts. me in mind of, 
© By Quoting the following Paflage, p. 19. out of Ovid's Epifiles. 
Seis, ashe fays, in Delcription of Afedez, among 
-other Defcriptions ofthe extraordinary Power of this notort- 
mee. sons 
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Arn a with ber Needle, goars a tortur’a Heart. 


tet us compare this’ with of the Confeffion 
Eliz, Styles, d often Confeflion of Alice 
Duke, ahother of the fame Gang, who were both of ’emepa 


4 a 
4 


| 
| 
Devovet ebfentes,. fimulachraq; Cerea fipit, 


ately examin’d in 1664, Delore Robert Hunt a oftice of 
the Peace for Somerferppire, concerning this Way of it 
ing, by fticking Needles into Imagesef Wax, in orderto tor 
ment thole who were reprefented by thofe Images. Eliz. Styles 
after giving an Account of feveral Meetings of her felf and 
others with the Devil, gives alfo an Account of fe¢eral Images 
of Wax brought at feveral times to thefe Meetings, whicll 
rit take in his A ; 
one brought to reprefent Elizabeth Hill, the ( 
or ‘Then the Man in Bl ays, they 
nant, Anne Bifhop, avd Alice Duke fuck T heb this E 
Places of the Neck, Hands, Wrifts, Fin ns into feveral 
of the faid Pitture. See the od p ingers, and other Parts 
4 ifmus Triumphatus “hi of Glanvil’s Sadau- 
Child, fiip 138. This £110 was, 
ippos'd to be bewitch’d by thi 
who confeffes it, and that fhe us’d the f y this Woman, 
the Child, which isexaédly the fame that Means t0 
was us’d by the famous ame that the Poet fays 
of Witchcraft were merely imagi 
Foundation in Truth, how prs. 
to agree fo exaétly with the P thefe two poor old Women 
fiy they ftole y with the Poet's Defcription ? unlef. 
they tole it from Ovid, tom ption unie s you'll 
coft ’em their Lives Tis e part of a Confefiion 
craft in Heathen Mention of Witchesand 
1g Witches among them, sha provesno mote than that there were 
8 Witchcraft fabulous, that fron) proving the Notion of 
cient Rites and Ce Acteement of fome of thofe 
the Confeflion of remonies of Sorcery with 
rathe our modern Witch thofe that by 
thing is at can ‘De in Ufe, does 
melancholly Variety than in the for in’ No- 
Author faye; >. 9. Ap can: 
Hfeft they had their Rife Succobi Devils, 
of ancient Freres, 


who 
Grimes begotten from Coniun 

Frieits, who freque 


—. 


a Cloak for the Adulteries of thé 


| ce jay wit 
likely enough to be very Co em the Hénotr 
tue 5 but alth sigh: it be 
Git 


make 


ftion of the Deities with * 
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nothing apaink Witchcraft, as will plainly appear 
When we confider what thefe Gods of the | 

a «Shey were not a whit better than Devils, as is abundantly im 
= "proved in many of the Writings of the ancient Fathers, and im 
me their Priefts were Witches and Sorcerers ; fo that inftead of the i 
Notion of Witchcraft owing its Rife to Heathen Fables, it is 
very likely that thofe very Fables owe their Rife to Witch. Il 
eralt; I fay, thefe Diabolical Prattices gave Rife tothe Notion 
me «OF Heroes being begotten by Gods upon Women. Some of Iam 
Gods did now and then defile fome of their wret- 
me hed Votaries, or at leaft fo ftrongly deceived their Imagina- 
«‘thons, that they feemed really to perform the Office of lufty 
Menor loofe Women. This Fuftin Martyr reproaches them 
| with in his famous Apology for the Chriftians, which I mut & 
Beg Leave to quote out of Mr. Reeves’s excellent Tranflation im 
of that Apology, not having the Original by me: Page or. 
Speaking of the Gods of the Heathens, he fays, Verily J muf 
me fel you, that heretofore thefe impure Spiits, under various Ap- 


paritsons, went into the Daughters of Aen, and defiled Boys, and 
drefs'd up fuch Scenes of Horror, that fuch as enter’d not into the 
Reafons of Things, but judg'd by Appearance only, food aghaft at 
the Spectres, being forunk up with Fear and Amazement, 
| and never imagining them to be Devils, called them Gods, ana 
| vanvek’d'em by fuch Titles, as every Devil was pleafed to Nick- 
m6 mame bimfelf by.— And afterwards he fays, We aver thefe De- 
| _gnons to be not only not good, but evil and abominable Spivits.— 
mee And for this worfhipful Reafon it is, that we are branded with the 
of Atheifts. Here you fee.a great Authority for the 
© Reality of that Circumftance of Witchcraft, which relates to 
= °° carnal Copulation with evil Spirits under Human Shapes, and we 
find that thofe evil Spirits called themfelves Gods, and made 
 them‘elves be believ'd and efteem‘d as {uch by thofe they had 
§ todo with: So that from.hence it plainly appears, this No- 
S tion was fo far from owing its Rife to Fables, that it gave 
= Birth to thofe very Stories, and was the only Foundation they 
bad in Truth, as all Fables have fome more or lets: 
 Asfor my Author’sfecond Particular, which he takes upon 
him to afficm, That this Notion of Witchcraft has been im- 
rov'd by Papal Inguifitors, and his Hiftory of the Ingsufition 
four Pages together, ! fhall only fay, That asl have already, 
me. fhew’d, neither our Lawsagainft Witchcraft, nor the Notion 
we have of. it, are owing to Popery ; fo that although it 
be true, that the Inquifition have ebuledit to fervea Turn, yet 
mar that is nothing atall to us, nor any more an Argument again 
+ the Reality or Poflibility of Witchcraft; than the pre 
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Abufes of many of the Doétrines of the rifti ‘ton. are. 
Proof of the Falfity of thofe 
Rave been and may be abuled. Pafling b his 
dag ax x ing by therefore his En- 
ee guiry into the Inquifitors, in which there is not.an thi h 
Purpoke, or worth Remark. let us fee how he ke 
on Namely, That a Witch is not in 
Scripture, In order to which he produces three nob 

ments, oble /Argo- 
only be made ufe of by fuch a Champion of 
The firit Argument favs he 

Difference berween dur be. saben 
our Tranflators of the Bible F and thofe which 
Tranflators call Witches, but the K ings 
m of the Earth, as alfo the Priefts, Ph lof oh Queens, and Princes 
this Worla ? Whereas the Witches rag and Wife Men of 

People. Cloke atgtinig this ays are poor, filly, 
are not fo rich and great as fc ts Becanle our, 
are not atal). But pray, Sir ormierly Were, 
of Exdor was a Queen or,a Princeg Ap you that the. 
Familiar Spirits and Wizards Or thofethat had 
Land, were at leaft great Lord a7 Sani drove out of the: 
a little below her Highne(s the a Ladies. . Methinks it was 
and knegd it her felf, as we find vate of Endor, to take flower 
the Perfons of Quality efpeciall rey 
ble and condefcending in role y the ladies, were very hum- 
to bring Meat and Drink befor e Days. For a Princels, not only 
the Text fays fhe did! Tis a Saul,but before his Servis 

Wife will do as a Countey 
the Devil fhould teach Hou Foi ; who would have thought, that 
But the World grows wiler bese and Humility to the Ladies. 
Dilcovery of our penetrating ee y Day ; witnels this notable 
, But what if we grant, that th judicious Author. 
es among the Witches ee: ere were indeed fome Princef- 
debafed himfelf as Jezabel, and a King or two 
there have Been fome confult with the Devil; 
many Great Men now-; wasa Wizard ; and thefe are 
itchcraft. But w adays that privatel 
ut what then? B y encourage 
great Rubbers, are there rey |i ecauft there are fome ve 
give Woble nv littl ones? O 
tien the Priviledeint r becaufe our Laws 
therefore do th f ng by 
Which he thir 3igas good asmy Acchor’ 
ot knoc 
at will do tiie molt here 
Page 
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fait, you may 


a 


age.13. 
Refurrettion of the Dead, yet had the Five Books of M 
bigh Efteern and Regard ; wherefore, either they did 


_ ftand Hebrew, or if they did, the Notion of Witcherafi did no 
ave your felf the Labour of fetting up a Manof fm 

Straw ; to tell you in the next Lines, the Sadducees did not 


underitand Hebrew, that you might have the Honour to'con- 


fure him and be pleas’d to confider, that the Sadducees, in de- i 
mying the Being of Spirits, deny’d alfo that of Angel; for 
what is an Angel but a Spirit ? So that your Argument isas 

ftrong againft the Being of Angels, as Witches. Now thei 
_ Appearance of Angels is often mention’d in the Five Books of 


Mofes ; as for Inftance, An Angel appears to Hagar, Gen. 16, 


Three in the Shape of Men ta Abrabam, Gen. 18. Tio in th 
like Shape to-Lot, Gep. 19. Another calls to Hagar, Gen. 
17. nd fo does one to Abraham, Gen. 22. An Angel appeared 
to Mofes in the Bufh, Exod: 3: An Angel went before the Cam 
of Ifrael, Exod. 14. An Angel met Balam, Numb. 22. So 
that if this Argument be of any Weight, italfo ‘tag that all @ 
ated, as well 
as thofe which mention Confulters with familiar Spirits. And@ 
if it proves asy thing, it proves too much, but in truth itm 
‘ ‘proves nothing. The Sadducees were like our modern Secta- 


thofe Words rendred by Angel, are falfly tran 


ries, who pretend a much greater Reverence for the Scriptures 
thanthey have; and even the very Quakers come behind none 
of the reft in their pretended Reverence for the Scriptures. 
And yet it would be Madnefs thence to infer, that there is no 
fuch thing enjoyned in the New Teftament, as the Adminiftra- 


TRE fecond Argument fail be 
the Saddy- 
a famous Sett among the Jews, who 


fion of the two Sacraments, becaufe they who deny the Ufe 


and Neceffity of the Sacraments, pretefid toa high Efteem and 
Regard for the Bible. And yet I appeal to any fenfible Reader, 
whether fuch an Argument is not every-whit as{trong, as this 
my Author, brings, to prove, there is no fach thing as 3 
Witch in Scripture. 

His third-and laft Argument, p. 13. # taken from the diffe 
vent Prattices afcrib’d unto our vulgarly {uppos’d itches, and to 


thofe in our own Tranflation of the Bible. For our modern Witches 
prattile afecret occult Art, and it requires great Skill to difcover 


| them, by feveral flrange Signs and Tortures «But thofe whom our 


“Tranflacors call Witches in the Bible, were fuch as prathifed what 
they did openly, and in the Face of the World, making Profeffim 


of cir Art, which was the counterfeit Art of Prophefyingy - 
working Mirasles. This, confefs, is a little 
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mPeople fhould be fo bare-fac’d, as publickly to own, and open- 
practife a Crime, punifhable with Death by the Laws. Bat 4 

e’en take his Word for 


Bow does he prove it? Why we mu 
t, he does not offer to bring the leaft Shadow of an Arga- 7 


Mment, unlefs any one Mould think that conjectures of a pre- q 
ended Impoflibility of Saul’s driving them out of the 1 ng 7 
they praétis'd openly, to be an Argument 5 q 
a. hat Fancy of his, this is a fufficient Inftance of the contrary | 
‘a hat notwithftanaing all his Care, he could quickly hear of 
t ne that had a familiar spirit when he had Occafion for it. So 
§ Mpnat all his Severity could not entirely drive Witches and Sor-) 
¢ out of the Country. By which Expreffion i 
doi try. By which Expreffion is only meant 
mis doing all that lay in his Power, to extirpate afl So 
f ot that there was ne'er a one left, which is falte in Fake. fon 
here was one at Endor. See to what pitiful Shif act, for 
xd Author reduced to fupport . his 
Lheie Arguments I hope. [Th u 
» be {trong enough to prove iently thewn nok 
found in Scripture uch thing as a Witch 
| et as little as can he ’ 
Arguments, to from Witch-Advocate’s 
Scripture, in his Opinio geno 
it @stration ; and therefore ey amount to a Demon- 
a-Meicit Argument, to prove, That Le ly makes ufe of thar as his q 
ail, p.14. Burl fhall take us no thing as a Witch q 
to thole who will b of what follows, in 
es. Scriptures to bea eans allow this Silence of 
BO have fully made it appear, b g Argument, becaufe, I hope 
fe the Bible, and the thoer A of the Tran- 
© toregoing Argu niwer I have given to hi . 
nd fas alledg’d, theS That notwithftandi 
. criptures do e anding all that he 
er, mecvercly threaten the xprefly mention Witches 
es. Jargue (fa » to dilprove the Bei 
ffe- 4 ae Witcher the miferable | 
ronders, that if th ? ey are wrongfull > } 
{tommehey never if they have fuch Po Ryully accujea, 
. wer with the Dev; 
hes his Ar command him to fetch h tne evil 
Argument, if he them, Mon 
hat Polity of Hell is ankne utcheraft farther diip! i) 
certain Knowledge of th to US, and that we 
Witches and the: ¢ Terms of the Covehints 
hat ey are allow’d over hj amiliars, or the Exten | 
le oint, but it argues 1m, then indeed ir wor id See 
as he is nothing more. Befid Nd prove his 
$in Promifing, is not fo Ides, the Devil, as 
t fo ready at Performing 


2 
he 
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that thefe Sort of Contra 


were fo. 


of: Man, AND. THAL THEY fuffer a Man to live, wher 


-thing at all by-it. Let’s try if we can come at the Meaning 


-moft all ‘Witches give an Account. of, in. which 


that thefe Enjoyments are oaly imaginary, ifit be fo (which is 
.queftion’d by fome) yet that does notalter the Cafe, fince {a 


- does he make it good ? Why, he proves ’em Jrrational thus.: 


the Father of, Liars from the Beginning, and.cenemily. 
pays his Slaves but very (ages. , Farther 
+tS.with the Devil, are made by thole 
wre call Nei him, and invoke his Affiftance, to enable them. 
to hurt a Neighbour upon; fome Provocation recejy'd : and. i 
while they are thus drunk with Malice, and an:infatiable.De- 
fire, of Revenge, ‘tis very probable, they think no farther. at i 
preient, than of gratifying their Revenge, and forget to put 
any other more advantageous conditions into their Bargain, 
and the Devil {corns to be better than his Word. Add-to this, 
That the Devil does take care to let.’em enjoy. fome lower. and 
vilex Degrees of Pleafure in thole.merry, Meetings, which ale im 
€.an ‘they fing and 
dance, and regale themielyes with Wine, or good Beer, and 
Cakes, ‘or fometimes dairtier Viétuals. . Many of thele 
Witches have been very confides that they have been & 
ally prefent in their. Bodies at thole Feafts ; fo that tho’ they 
have hot had Money, they. have.enjoy’d what fuch wretched 
‘Creatures prefer toit, the Gratification of their-fenfual. Appe- im 
tites and carnal Lufis;. which is the.chief.End they would pot 
their Riches to, had they never fo mach; fo that what. Need 
have they of Money, when they. have that which they would 
before any thiag elie purchafewithit? As for the Objeétion, I 


ftrong is the deluding Operation. of the Devil upon their Ima- 
ginations, that they believe. all thefe Plesfures to: be real, 
atid are confequently. as well fatisfy’d,with them, as if they 


In the. third Place, my Author charges. thofe who maintain 
there are Witches with.Irrationality or Jmpiety, p16, A 
heavy Charge this, if it were but-fufficiently prov'd : but how 


"Tee irrational to think, that the Devils are Creatures full of Ma-. 
ice. and breathing nothing bur Mifchicf againft the whole Race 


can Jo kill us at. the Command of. a Witch. Which 
dark and obfture, if'the Author means 


of it... Jt w% srrational to think the Devils are full of, Malue.; 


Wow! That’s fhocking indeed, and I \muft do my Author the 


Joltice to own, that, | think, he does not mean, that the 
Devils ave not fuil of Adali¢e ; bat what then does he mean! 
{would fufpe&t fome Miftake of the Prefs, and read it thus, 
"Tes stvational to think, that the Devils, who are full of 
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then here my Author muftbé.corredted again, and no, 
» Words.in the, next or two blotted out, ta, 
Bake him {peak Grammar, However, with his good Leave, . 
will. venture to correét his Text in both Places, and, read, 
thus: irratsonal to think, that the Devils, who are 
-eatures. full of Malice, and. breathing, nothing but Mifchief- 
oy gainft the whole, Race of, Mapa, (dele and. that:they, & perge): 
a Man,to live, Xe. Nowy, | think, Ihave made my Aur. 
Mhor {peak Englih, and. fet; his Argument in its true Light, 
ut now mutboffer in, Arrefhot the Sentence of -Irratiunali-', 
y juft. pafling upon me, who profeis my felf to believe that: 
here.are Witches, the following, Plea which, if} my, Author 
Mwill not accept, | hope my impartial Reader will. If it is ras 
ional to believe, that there. is.an ever-raling Power, of greater» | 
BMicht than all the Devils.in Hell put. togethtr, and) that :thisy 
Mover-ruling Power does actually protect us from the Power off | 
Mthe Devil, then ‘tis not irrational to think the Malice of Hell: © 
does not deftroy us all, becanfe it canzot do us any harm with- 
Mout the Divine, Permiffion’; but there is fuch, a Power, erges | 
mit. is not irrational to conclude that the Devils donot deftroy? © 
mus all. On the. contrary, I fay, ’tis irrational. to conclude, 
mthat the Divine Providence having taken us into hisProtes. | 
ction, and being able to preferve us, fhould notdo it againft- 
Meali-the Spite and Malice of: Hell, except now and then, when, | 
for wife ReafonsGod fhall think fit to permit it. : ; 
But bere we are met withagain, and ftriving to avoid the: 
Scylla of Irrationality, are dafh’d by our Author upon the Cha- 
rybaw of Impiety. But if you evade this (lays he) by fayingy. 
the Devils cannot hurt us without. the divine Permiffion, then, I 
tmpious to concera the great God withWitchcraft. 
true indeed he may fend Death and Difeafes amengft the Sons of 
Men to punifh them for their Sins at bis own Pleafure, but that. 
he fhould do fo at the Defire of the Devil, at the Command ef.» 
Witch, 1 fugh aGratification of Atalice, as is far fromCod to 
permit. If in Anfwer to this we offer to mention the Hiltory. 
of Fob, as an Inftance of God's permitting Satan to afflicty 
that good Man, our Mouth is prefently ftop'd by the Autho- 
rity of Calvin, who fays, God does not permit, but orders. 
and determines the Agtions, not only of Devils, but wicked 
Men, affirming, That if Affes could fpeak, they would fpeak 
wifer than thofe Men, who talk. of God's Permiffion after thu 
Kate. But with Submiffion to Great Mr. Calvin and Little. 
Mr. Impoffibitity, \fay, it is impious to affirm, that God pre- 


déterminesthe Actions of wicked Aden or Devils, for 
makes 


= 


— 
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a * makes God the imimediate Author of all the Siz and Evi) th: 
has happen’d fince the Beginning of the World ; fince tr 
ablolutely decreed to be, muft accordingly come to pafg, and 
fo the Freedom of Man's Will is taken away, and with it the 
Fuftice of Almighty Ged, in rewardi g OF punifhing either Men 
or Angels, for conftantly adhering to his Service, or fhamefully 
apohatizing from their Duty to their Creator. But I refer 
my Reader for the horrid Confequences of this Doétrine to 
many of our famous Divines, that have written againit this 
damnable Notion of God’s predetermining the A€tions of Men 
m of Devils; andoblerve, that our Solution of thefe Phenomena 
of Witches, from the Doétrine of the Divine Permiffton,. is 
, mot liable to the fame ill Confequences, becaufe this implies 
‘\ nothing but a temporary Su/penfion of the Interpofition of Di- 
- twine Providence, for fome wife and good Ends, by which the 
‘#Devil finds himfelf at Liberty to do the Mifchief he intended: 
which he could not do, if Providence oppos’d: The like may 
befaid of the Actions of wicked Men ; none of whom could 
m. ever be able to: hurt a Neighbour, if Providence at the fame 
time aétually interpofed to hinder them ; but neverthelefs, if 
| Providence does not fo interpofe, the Crime is juftly charge- 
able upon them, for God is not oblig’d to proteét us againtt 
either Men or Devils, but when he pleafes : So that God thus 
we sting Witchcraft, that is, not interpofing to hinder, does 
ti by no means by fuch a Permiffion concern himfelf.as an Agent 
in it ; and confequently thofe who fay the Devilscannot hurt 
f ws without the Divine Permitlion, are ot guilty of the Im- 

piety of concerning God with Witchcraft. 
The laft Argument my Author produces againft the Being 
Witches, is'as follows : Lafly, fays he, p. 17. The Vanity 


| nd Falfene{s of their Opinion, who believe there are Witches, 
6+ appears: from nothing more than from this, That it afcribes unto 
the Devil an Omnipotent. Power, infomuch that #0 Rational Man, 

me bythe Light of Reafon, fiall be able to tell from the Hiftory of 
Gofpel, whether our Saviour bimfelf were aWuch or no. As 
the firit part of this Objection, That the Belief of Witch- 
craft afcribes unto theDevil an Omnipotent Power deny that this 
| Ypinion implies any fuch thing, as an Omnipotent Power of the 
Devil. It does indeed the Devil to be a'Spirit of great 
ma Power and Might: and, as the Scripture calls him in one 

| 


 g Senfe, the God of this World, and Prince of the Power of the 
4 Air. We allow the Devil and his Angels the Power of infliét- 
Me ing Difeafes upon ovr Bodies, and railing extraordinary Com- 
q motions in our Souls, which the Devils may do by pe 

| 


Means, onty heightned and improved beyond the Reach of 
any human Art; bur yet we do not allow this Power to 
infinite 0, WE all along fay ’tis limited and confin’d by the 
only Great and Omnipotent God, who {till holds the Reams - 
Bin. his wn Hands, and will not fuffer their Power @o extend : 
than he fees it expedient.in his great Wildom. Belides 
me we fay alfo, that there are fome things of fo difficult Perfor- ' 
® mance, that it is impoflible for the Devil to effe&.. Thus we 
read, Exod. 8. 185 19. That all the Art and Power of the ™ 
Magicians of Egypt could not turn Duft into Lice, though it 
could do many other wonderful things, fuch as turning the 
Waters into Blood, and bringing Frogs upon the Land , bat this 
it feems was paft the Devil’s Skill to enable thofe Sorcerers to | 
perform 5 it exceeded their Ability, (as Dr. Barrow obferv 
Vol. Il. of his Works, p. 282.) to preparéor difpofe fo 
Duft for the Reception of Souls, and to furmifh {o many Souls ; 
for the Duft ; w.ence they were forced to confefs of that Adi le 
done by Mofes, This 1s the Finger of God, So that Hessuy 2 
the Power of the Devil, although 
fuppos’d to be fo great, asto ; 
things, yet cannot from ‘be raordinary 
This Power of the Devils over both our 5 o ‘unlimited. 
mexprefly mention’d by Tertullian in his re 
mfpeaking of evil Spirits, he fays, Operatzo % eR, Cap. 22. 
everfio, fic malitia {piritalis @ primoraio aujpi 
exitium, itag, corporibus valetudines in ipicata eft in homints 
fubtslitas & tenuitas fua, &e. Th hominis 
Mr. Reeves: The Rui » xc, Thus very well render’d b 
es: The Ruin of Mankind w the . y 
thefe malicious Spirits were bent upon Employment 5 
n as he 
was made; in like manner they prattife 


the fame deftruttive Methods u 

for motions in the Soul ; and they fired by 

thefe kinds. of Evil, the Subtlety and Fine 

them an eafy Accefs to Body and 

Power of or all this Acknowledgment of the reat 

Ming of the ¢ Devil, we fhall by and by find Tertullian aft 

Power of the Name of Chfif€ 1a cafti 
thofe whom he had poffcfled; fo that he 


cems be 

tfac{cribe one Sep Before [ leave this Point, I will 
aflage more out of the next Chapier of the 


fame 
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fame Apology, which will ‘fhew, that he is of Opihicn tial 
Devil exercifes this his Power at the Will and 
Magicians and Sorcerers : Porrd fi & magi phantalmata edits 
jam de unttorum inclamant chimas, fi pueros in eloguium Or. 
eli ft circulatoriis Praepigiis luduyt, 
Somnia immittunt, habentes femel invitatorum Angelorum, 
Damonim aljifterttem fibi potcftatem per quos  capre & mien 
fedivinar confueverunt, quanto magis‘ea de fuo arbitrio, 
pro {uo negotio fudéat toris Viribus operari quod aliena prea 
WNegatsationi ? Thus tranflated by the Learned Gentleman jatt 
quoted. Moreover if Magicians do fet before their Eyes a Scent 
of Spectres, amd by their black Arts or direful Forms in Necro-l 
manty call upthe Souls of the Dead ; if they throw Children into 
Convulfions; and.aiwhile after make ‘em vent the Fury in Oracles; 
if by their jugling Wiles they delude the Senfes with Abundance of 
mock Miracies, and injett Dreams in Dead of Sleep, by fir 
woking the Alfiftance of their Angels and Daemons, by whofe S2phi 
Bry even Goats and groaning Boards dre wont to divine If the 
thefe Evil Spirets will do fomuch at the Impulfe of Men, what wil 
they not do by cheir own Impulfe, and for their own Intere/t ? &c. Ze 
So Minucias Felix in his Oftavia’s, that other famous Apology Hi 
for the Chriftians, pag. 49. Edit. Cantab. Magi guoq, non tantum 
fciunt Deemonas, etiam quicquid Miraculs ludunt, per De 
monas faciunt : illis afpirantibus  infundentibus praftigias edunt: 
welqua non funt videri, vel qua non videri. Thasenglith’d 
by Ar. Reeves. The Magicians alfo are not only fenfible of D& 
mons, but all the firange Pranks they play are perfor-n'd by De- 
mons. "Tw they who give that Efficacy to Exchantments. a to 
make Men fee Things which are not,and not to fee Things whitch are, 
From which Places 1 conclude, that I have the Authority off 
thefe two great Champions of the Chriftians, again{ft the Con- 
fequence my Author draws from the Belief of Witchcraft, that 
then moft of Neceflity be afcrib’d to the Devil an Ommmipotem 
_ Power ; for we few thefe great Apologifts a little after, tri- 
umphing and exulting upoh Account of the Power the Primi 
‘tive Chriftians had over Evil Spirits, which I fhall make Part 
of my Reply to the laft Claule of the Objection, Vz. That 
no Mancan know by the Light of Reafon, whether our Saviour 
was a Witch or no. 
‘For how can it be imagind, that our Saviour Chrift per 
form’'d his mitacalous Works by the Afliftance of the Devil, 
when the whole Tenour of his Proceedings was directly lm 
vell’d againft the Kingdom Of Darknefs, when he ca/t ont Dei 
wils, both out of the Bodies and Souls of Men. This is that 
Difarming ond Binding the ftrong One, which our Saviout bring 
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he Infernal Powers, but the greateftand moft for 

they had, Luke 11. 22. Would the Prince of 
Mparknels contribute fo much to his own Dilgrace, and the 

BBR vin of his Kingdom ? No certainly, the Miracles of Chrilt 
Miitended only to the Glory of God, Jatt 9. 8. And when the 
Multitude faw it they marveled, and glorified God, who had 


ediv wrought by the FingerofGod.. For who can think, that 
| the Devil Sela be an Inftrument of giving-Praife and Honoug, 
to Almighty God? | 
A farther and moft convincing Proof, that our Saviours 
wonderful Works were ee by the mighty Power 


MB God, is his being able to impart that Power to his Difciples, 

f Mi and exprefly enjoyning them to make ufe of that Power aggantt 
-Methe Devil. Cure the Sick, cleanfe the Lepers, caft out Devils, 
MiB {ays he to his Apoftles, AZatt. 10. 8. And we read, that af- 
s@meter he had given almoft the like Charge to the Seventy ‘Dilci- 
WM ples, and given them a Power fuperiour to all the Power of 
> Methe Enemy, they returned with joy, faying, Lord, even the De- 
vils are fubjet? to thy Name, Luke 10.17. This,Power conti- 

mim nued for feveral Ages in the Primitive Church, who gloried 
¢ MMB in it as an unconteftable Proof of the Truth and Divinity of the’ 
+: Dogtrine which they preached ; and was fo far front doing 
dim any Service to the Kingdom of Satan, that it prov’d the utter 
+ME Ruin of it: By this Power they deteéted the Impoftures of 
eM thofe evil Spirits, and made them, who had folong vaunted 
to themfelves to be Gods, confefs themfelves to be Devils. By . 
‘es this Power they drove ’em out of thofe whdm they had pof- = 
ol fe(sd, and from their very Altars and Temples ; how then 
n- could it proceed originally from Satan ? How conid our Savi- 
at our Chrift ufe the Affiftance of evil Spirits, when his Wame 


alone was fo great a Terror to them, that they could’ not hear 
6Ecannot here omit that bold Challenge of Tertullsap in the 
itt fame Apology, where he provokes the Heathen Governour to 
at this Trial of the Truth of the Chriftian Religion, fromt the 
ur RE Subjection of evil Spirits to the Chriftians. atur hic aliguss 
(lays he)” fub Tribunalibus vefiris, quem Damone 
a quodam Chriftiano ogui, Spiritus ille, tam Je 


procariffimi Sangninem fundite. Quid ifte Opers mani- 
? Quid Probatione et a Daemoniach bé 
Courts and the Spirit 


conftet. 


as 2 mioft conclufive Acguanret: that he was not only not 2 
u 


given fuch pomer unto Men; and therefore they were undoubts - 


confidebitur de vero, quam alibi Deum de falfo— nifi fe Demones 4 


which poffelfes lomve command- 
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a by any Chriftian to declare what beis, be foall confers by 
truly to be a Devil, he.did falfy before profefs 
ee, & Goa—Atter naming fome of the reputed Gods of the Heathen 
he goes on—If thefe,*7 fay, donot declare themfelves in Court to 
Fy be Devils, nor\ daring to ite in the Prefence of a Chriftian, that 
Chriflian to be taken for the Cheat, and Rards ready to 
me Sifwer for it with bisown Blood. What now can be more glaring. 
meee. ty evident than this Demonftration from Fak ? What Proof mote 
Mexceptionable ? The like Affertions and Challenges may. be 

from other Fathers. 

fo, 6 Now T fay, this Power, that the Primitive Chriftians had 
over evil Spirits by the Name of Chrift,. proves firft, That al- 
Zee, tho thele Spirits had great Power to afflict and torment, beth 

me the Bodies and Souls of the‘ unhappy Doemoniacks ; yet it can- 
not from thence be inferr'd, that their Power was infinite, for 
the Whriftians had them in Subjeffion, And 2dly, That ow 
> Savwur was not, in our Author’s prophane Language, a Witch; 
and that it may reafonably be collected, that he was not fo, 
fe Without denying that the Devil is indeed a Spirit of great 

ae, altho’ by no means Omnipotent. 
As 


or the Decree of the Aucyran Council, if my Author 
had been pleas’d to have quoted it, I might have faid fome- 
ee “thing fo it ; but from what he fays of its being made upon Ac- 
meee Count of che Error of the Manchei, who believed two Inde- 
H iH = pendant Principles, the one Good, the other Evil, and Witches 
and ALgnichaas being put together in the Refcript of Dioele- 
. tian and Aaximian; infer againit him, that there were re- 

me ally Witches at that Time, elle how came they to be joyned 
meee with the AZanic/wans ?. And alfo that the Decree was made a- 
painit thole, who held the Devil to be wholly sdependent up- 
a on.God, and to havean omnipotent Power, which, | hope, I 
See have fhewn, cannot be concluded from the Belief of Witcheraft. 
See “The like may be {aid of the Decree of the Council of Bracara, 
which 4§ plainly levell’d againft the AZanicheans-and Prsfeit- 


My Author having done with his Arguments, {ets himfelf 
Be $0 an{wer all Objeétions ; and to thofe who urge the Credibr- 
of ‘Teftimony to. the many ftrange Faéts done by Witeh- 
craft, hefays, he doesnot. deny but they the Being 

© Spirits, but not. of Witches ; he believes thefe Things may be 
#4 ine y. Spirits, bit demands a Reafon why they fhould be 
fe. done upon Account of a Contract made between any Man of 
And then, in Anfwer to thofe who alledge for a Reafon, 
that Perens terménted fallen mto-their Fits upon the 


4 


ma 


Condemnation of thefe miferable Wretches: To which an- 
{wer, That the principal Aim of the malicious Devils is againtt 


which. wehappy they, have no-Share, and therefore they en- 
deavour to es all the Mifchief they can, by feducing, us to 
Eternal Ruin. Now the Devil would lole-the Cream of 
Feft, if by bringing a poor innocent old Woman into Trouble 
for Witchcraft, he fhould thereby put her apon repenting of 
her Sins, and gaining a Place, by fach her Repentance, in Pa- 
radife, which.is very likely to be effeéted by an unjutt Prole- 
cution, Aninnocent Perfon accufed and condemn’d for fuch 


defervd fuch an heavy Judgment upon him, and perhaps the 
God of Mercy might accept of fuch a Temporary Panith- 
ment, :inftedd.of an Eternal one; fo that this eafe and wncen- 
firain’d Account of the Matter, asour Author thinks it to be, 
is by no Means confiftent with the known Policy of the Grand. 
Again, fays he, to the Objeétion, that fuch Things have 
happen’d upon the Threatnings of the Parties accafed : the 
World has ftood many Years, and therefore it is not to be wonder'a, 
that there has happen’d init a notable Concurrence of Events: 
But | fay, it is to be wonder’d, that conitantly upon: the 
Threats of one particular Perfon, unaccountable Hurts, and 
thofe too, the fame Hurts threatned, jhould.always fall upon 
the Perfons againft whom thefe Evils are denounced, as in the 
Cale of Fane Wenham; fo that here is Wonder againft Won- 
der. Par Congreffus. | 
To the next Obje€tion from the Confeffion of Perfons accu- 
fed, and that particularly of Sane Wenham, he anfwers,. that 


That in the Cafe of Fane Wenham, it was not to be fuppos’d, 
that either Melancholy, or any thing elfe but the “Terrors of 
a guilty Confcience extorted this Confetlion from her 5 


Difplay'd, p.37. | refer my Reader to the Place. | 
__ [find nothing farther in my Author worth any Remark; for 
his attributing the Notion of Witches to fuperititious Fear, is 


Anfwer. And then that. there‘ have been fome Impoitures 
grounded upon this Notion, is what | will not deny, neither 


E 2 


a Crime, would naturally beg Pardon for his paft Sins, which — 


but having fully anfwer’d this Obje€tion in Witchcraft farther 


jo very inconclufive, and indeed fo ridiculohs, that it needs no . 


of fufpetted Witches &e. hefuppoles, 23. That thefe Spirits 
the of their Feft, to fee poor smuacent People 
hang'd, and therefore promote the. Accufation, and procure the 4 


our Souls: They envy Usthe Happinefs of our Redemption, in“ 


it may be the Effe&t of Afelancholy, &c.. To which reply, 


doth it any ways effeét the prefent Argument, any more wy a 
| the 
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me ene being of Gounterfeif Money proves there is no true Got 

‘bo that having nothing miore tofay, except I would 
me HUChor’s Example, andgive my felf Thanks and Praie for my 
Performance, as he does at the End of his Book, which, I think 
a. goad Night's which I believe, 

fands im need. of, as muchas Ida, 2a 


RE M A'R K S upon ’a Patnphlet Entituled, 
full Confutation of Witchcraft... 


I hadcquite finifh’d my Anfwer :to the Jmpoffibility of 
Wetcberajt, Ireceiv'd another Pamphlet, as dent and 
promifing in the:Title-page asthe former engaging notionly 
ta confate the Depofitions againft Fane Wenham, but to prov 
by Arguments; that Witcheraft was Prieftcraft. Having found 
Experience, that ‘Big Title-pages, as Big Looks are not 
mm the fureft Marks ofa Man of Courage) do not infallibly affure ll 
Reader of a great Performante; 1 made bald to took into 


‘Book, ‘Wherever | caft my Lye, I was accofted with 
Sriehcraft, Pious krauds, Ridiculous Stories, Midfummer Night 
Dreams, and. other fuch honourable arbitrarily 
upon the Matters of Fatt depos'a, and the Relators of 
them faluted wich foch Compliments asthefe, a Parcel of Bram- 
mae tick People; one of the chiefeft of them in particular isicalled a 
Fierce-Bigot, a Superftitious Believer— Wife-acres— iA Pack of 
-fdeors; 8cc.. At which I ‘began to be oftgood Courage, well 
yknowing by the plentiful Scatterings of Billingfgate Language, 
That'the Arguments were very {paringly fown:; for it is cer- 
mm “tainly ‘below ‘a Gentleman, or a Scholar, to defile his Wri- 
mae. tings with fach fcandalous Treatment of thofe, againft whom 
Me 6he'would be thought to argue , which he can never do clolely, 
awhile he gives himfelf Leave torail. » 
Being thus.embolden’d to read’ over my Confuter, obferv's 
that his Confurarion was as ftrong, and his Reafouins 
Meee). ag:fair, as his Language was Clean and Polite. The chief Thing 
me he propoles to himfelf, is to thew the Ablurdity and. Incon- 
 fitkency of the Depofitions againit Fane Wenham ; bat as fot 
trong Arguments:that Witchcraft is Prieftcraft, if pofitive 
| pafsas fath, he has none for usat prefent ; 
| dud’tis endépgh for his Purpofe that they ftand in the Tule 
me ‘page, no matter for the Book, Let us fee therefore how pe 
? | \ 


» 
_ 

» 

‘ 


| 
| 
- 


covfute the Depofitions: And firft it willbe 
what is.required, to the Confutation of 
credible Teltimony upon Oath, to Matters of Faét. 
~- | think, it willbe agreed upon by all fides, that in order to 
do this, he that undertakes it, muit either if, know fo much 
of the Matter himfelf, as to beable to prove either by his ow® 
: Teftimony or that of others, that thef Witnefles have de- 
pos’d what is falfe. Or, 2aly, He muft be able by comparing 
one Part of the Evidence with another, tofhew fome very 
markable Difagreement between the Witnefles, in fome very 
material Circumftances, infomuch that one Part of 
the Evidence to be true, the other matt be falfe, Or, 34h, 
He muft be able to prove, that the Witnefles were fo far corr 
rupted as to perjure themfelves, and upon what Motives they 
came to be fo corrupted. Orelle, 4ehly, He evidently 
BB demonftrate the Impoflibility of the Fatts alleg’dto be-done; 
and in this Cafe of Witchcraft,muft prove thefe Faétsimpoifir 
: Me Die to be done by the Power of evil Spirits, or that itis impof- 


| Me fible:fcr evil Spirits to enter into Contra&t with Menor Wor Sa 
and to-covenant to do thefe Thiags at their Delwe; 

which will do as well. Now one of thefefour Things, 
1 fee fume to fay, is abfolutely neceflary to confute the Story ofthe 
hfe Witchcrafts of ane Wenham, But our Confuter, it feenss, 
fe not of my Mind, and thinks it fafficient tofet up his own bare 
yee Conjectures againtt our Oaths, and yet has the Face to Call this 
fie a full Confutation. Tofatisfie my Readér-that this is not grates 
will defire him to compare, p. 3, 4,and5:.0f the 
<Account of the Difcovery of Sorcery and Wiicheraft, withp.o, 
and 10. of this full Comfuration. wiltnottranfcribe the Story ag 


large out of the fore-mentioned Account, ‘fappofing that moft 
of thofe, who will be Readers of this, may have that’ by thems 
but our Author’s Account: of the Matter ‘I not omit. 
Now the genuine Account of the Matter (lays ‘he; 
feems to be this. ume Thorn, fitting by theKitchin-Five) 
mufing, and her Spirits being ander agrowing Diforder, as 
Wemay rationally fuppofe they were b; the Sequel: Such 
d irregular Motionmas ftripping her felf, might: {trike 
on her Fancy, and fhe be prompted.to take offther Gown, 
nd gather apa few-Oaken Twigs, ‘which igentrally 
loofe aboyt a Kitchen Hearth, make them “Up in:@ 
Bundle. That being feiz’d with*an Epileptic Fit, as¢he 
eRe. Symptom of finding. a Roaming in her Head, (by which no 
fae. doubt fhe meant a Giddinef¥ or Vertigo) plainly indicates, 


Jane Wenham, who was'in her Thoughts juft at her going 
into the Fit, might very probably beat flrongly 


‘ 


— 
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Imagination doting that Paroxylin and that Mrs 
y{m 3 and that Mrs. Gard; 
coming in at the Cloke of the F it, and finding her in the 
diforder’d’ Pofture, Anne Thorn related to her what wis 

warm upon her Fancy. This (continues he) is natural to 


4 


>fa withont ftretching Reafon or common Senfe.” Th 
Reader here finds a meer Conjeéture of the Author's offer’d 
folve this Phoenomenap,’ without the Maid’s {tirting from the 


_ Pire Side, (which by the bye, was a Coal Fire, and fo it was 
fo-very probable that Oaken Twiggs might be {catter’d op 
down theHearth) but it being impoffible that this fhovld 
me ©go-down with any fenfible Reader, who has taken Notice, that fim 
twool Chapman's Men attefted, they met her running 
wp the Hill with a prodigious Swiftnefs, that they endeavour 'd 
ko ltop her, but could not, which was confirm’d Damel 
Se Ch4pman, who met her, being on Horfeback, Vide, The ful 
wiccount, p. 5. To getover this Difficulty, he very fairly-ac 
fee 6Cules Mr. Gardiner and my felf (who went immediately upon 
Relation Aine had given us of her Adventure, 
a. Chapman's, to enquire whether his Men had really met her in 
the Way )Mof willful Subornation of falfe Witnefles againk 
“Sane Wenham.  Theleare his Words, p..10. But-here 
Handle for.a Story againft the fufpetted Jane Wenham; 
Andswwhen they were furnifh'd with fich Materials fromthe pott 
Delirant, they might aswell make a Wild goofe Chafe of it, 4 
Let the confin'd.to fo narrow a Compafs.as a Chimntyr 
eee = “Corner. Evidence in fuch a Cafe could not be long a procurmg, 
Accordingly two of John Chapman’s Men are pitched upon asWu- 
balf Mile Courfe of Anne Thorn’s ; one of whichy! 
prefumt, was the Feltow that was fent to pick Straws, &c. After 
| ‘acquainting my. Author, that he has guefs'd wrong, and 
that the Fellow who was fent to pick Straws, was not on¢ 0 
eee the Men that met Anne Thorn by the Way; 1 demand of him 
mee ‘how he knows all thistobe true 2 And if he does not know 
be true, if his own Confcience tells him that it is molt abo- 
aminably falic, as indeed it is, -how could he have the Face (0 
print foch afcandatovs Untruth? Is it nothing with him, 
-make fo free with Gentlemen’s Reputations, as to expole 
World in Print, the molt deteftable of perjur’d Sub- 
Mee otners?:[s this the-Part of a Gentleman, and a Man of a pab- 
dick Gharacter #.-No, this Author’s Ufage of Mr. Gardiner and 
felf inthis Place; of Mrs.Gardiner, p. 20. where he re 
prefents ‘her as one likely enough to perjure her felf in her Depof 
tion, and give fome Colourings of ber own, to the ridicusous 
«count fre was to relate , And of Mr. Strutt, p. 33. where {peak- 
of Wenkan's Confeflion to him, the Queltions he ask 


be 


e Anfwers fhe returned him, he crys-out, canno 
but the whole Catechifm, both Queftsov and 

weve contriv'd by the Prieft. Thefe bafe and fcandalous Kemie- 


« 


one fhew fo much of the Scoundrel; that 1 am fully fatisfied 
ertfor dfire Phyfician is the Author of this Paper, bat be he 
who he will,he beft deferves to be dnfwer d by a good 
yet forfooth this muft be call’d Confutation - A fewr 
culous Conjectures againft credible Teftimony of Matters’ 
. gt this rate he runs on to confute the whole Story of Anne 
Thorne’s Dilorder, fappofes her to be ftark mad, and by and 
by to the Objeétion, that Anne Thorn was compos d and free 
from any Diforder before thefe Fits, he anfweérs, p. 12. man 
ob(cure Empyrical Account of certain Stagnations and Putrefa- 
Stions of Humours about the Bowels, which is nothing at allto ~ 
the purpole, becaufe Anne Thorn was as much compos’d at all 
other times, as juft before her Fits, fo that that Compofure 
could not be occafion’d by that Calm and Slowne/s of Motion in 
the Animal Spirits, which 1s obferved in Manincks or maa People, 
iuft before they fall into their Diftemper. | 
After this he comes to Anne Thorn’s going again to fetch ~ 
Sticks, and leaping over Five-bar Gates in her Paflage, which 
according to his way of confuting what+is upon Oath, he pla- 
ces among the Midfummer Nights Dreams. But now he outs 
with all his Arguments at once: He denies it to be in the Power 
of any Perfon, the World calls a Witch, to force any Perfon againft 
their Wills upon fuch trifling Errands, or to att fo upon them, ab to 
make them leap Five-bar Gates, &c; p.t4. With fubmifitons 
he that argues againft Matter of Faé& ought to prgye what he 4 
afferts. . But in{tead of this, he demands the AZodms of anevil “a 
Spirit's acting upon a Perfon in the Condition that we fuppofe 
Anne Thorn to have beenin. If we fay, that by ftrong work- im 
ing uponHis or Her Imagination he deprives him of his Liberty, | 
then he asks how this Deemon came by his Power ? If to this 
mwe aniwer, That God Almighty, when he created the An- — 3m 
gels, gave them greater Power than he has given to Men; and. am 
that it appears from Holy Scripture, that the Devils, altho’ | 
fallen from their Primitive Innocence, are yet Spirits of very. 
preat Power and Might, and urge that the Devil is called in 
Holy Writ, the God of this World, and Prince of the Power of 
the Air 5 Appellations which imply a great Superiority of “am 
strength over that of weak and frail Man; and that the fubtil . am 
Nature of thofe Spirits enables them to work very ftrongly up- 
on Man’s Imagination,. and confequently upon his Will; and if. am 
we urge all this, I fay he thinks he has us fare, i i _ 
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What I have alfo. 


g this is Ineonfiftent with the Providence and Goodnele ot 
q - Can it he) poffibly fuit with: the 
and’ Goodness? “Is there any Agreement 
Pewwtr ledg'd ina vevengeful Spiri:, and the Diving 
to Mankind joyned with bis Knowledge of rheir Weakneffes? 
ete. In anfwer ro whieh, after referring him to what | have 
anid to this Objeétion, p. 33. Of Wi iteheraft farther Difplayd, 
q at faid in that ‘Part of my Anfwer to the 
Smpoffipility of Witchcraft, where | argue. again{t thofe who 
Make the Aflertors of the real Exiftence of Witches afcribe to 


Devil an Oninipotent Power. I fay, That this. Objeétion 


a8 {trong againft God's permitting the Devil to infli@ Difes- 


fee aport out Bodies, as in the Cafe of Holy Fob, whole Story 


when 
ei % ftrong againft the Power of the Devil violently to bend our In- 


me «6 ot be tempted beyond what we are able, and that with the Temp 
tation, will provide for is a Way to efcape ; alfo in thele 


be afflited for wife ard good Reafons, which may per’ 


! | @ _ 2e€ us front all the Power and Malice of the Devil and his An- 


4 
< 
> 
i 

( 


q ce on Matter, fince he thinks & to fet this afide as too abftrulg 
| Shall only fy, that fuppofing according to the Platomt 


. Philoféphy, eve 
ther or it matters not, and that by conder 


convincing Proof, whatever fonie may fay, of God's per- 
Witting the Devil to afific& us in our Bodies and Eftates too, 
wile arid good Reafons he thal think fit. It is alfoas 


> Clinations, and ftrongly tempt isto Sin ; nay, the Arzumentis 
fo inuch the ftronger in this Cafe, by how much the Ih- 
he does to our Souls, is greater than any he cai infliét 
Otir Bodies. Bit as God has promifed us. that we thal 


| AfMiétions of our Bodies, by the Power of evil Spirits, God & 
will find a Way to délivér us, altho for a Time he fuffers us 


lié hidden from our Sight, yet ate never the lefs wife 
and good for being f6. Efpecially, if by earneft Prayet 
we feek uni him for Help, whofe mighty Arm is able to pro- 


| anid fo make us fall Amends for thefe Temporary Suf- 
ings ovided we make a right Ufe of them, with an 
gerual Weight of Glory. | 

m In the next Place, my Author wonders how a Doemon, that 
= Bas no Body of his own, p. 16. fhould a& upon Human Bo Be 
diés, ahd feens to be of their Opinion, that Matter only cal 
Matter, and that by Contaé only. I fhall not a 
prefent enter intoa Difpute, whether Spirit alone can act up’ 


pirit infornrs fome material Vehicle, wht 


fiiig this Vehicle it may upon Impre folid Bodies, chis 
cafity be accopnted for nay indeed, enough to ferve ou! 
Purpofe may be gathered from Spirits being 


= 
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| work upon other Spirits, without any regard had to the Inter- 
The Devil may fo aét upon Men Souls, 
which are Spirits, asto- engage them to move their Bodies whi- 
ther he pleafes, as in the cafe of Anne ‘Thorn's running for 

ticks. | 
; But he goes on, p. 16. You'll fay, perhaps the Supreme Being 
permits this Daemon or Familiar ¥0 enter the Body of the P erfon, 
and {o attuate it as it pleafes. What a Chasm of Abfurdities 
muft we admit of bere! We fuppofe God working a Miracle 
upon every trifling Occafion to oblige the evil Sparsts, &c. Here 
he takes notice of a Solution of the Matter, which is very clear 
and rational , for fuppofing a Doemon enters the Body of the - 
Affliéted, which is indeed probable enough, an eafy Account - 
may then be given of all thefe furprizing Appearances. No, 
but (fays md this muft not be allow’d, becaufe it fuppofes God 
working a Miracle to oblige the evil Spirits 5 to which I an- 
fwer, tat this implies no AGiracle, but only God's bare Per- 
miffion, it being no more than Spirits may eafily do, if per- 
mitted, according to the Laws and Capacity of their Condition, . 
‘Befides our Author’s Confequence -will alfo prove, that God 
worked a Miracle for the evil Spirits,when ever they enter d the 
Demoniacks in the Gofpel, to drive the Devil out of whom our 
Saviourwas at the Expence of a Miracle., Than which, no~ 
thing can be more blafphemous and abfurd. But perhaps to 
this he will reply, that the Words having a Devil, areonly a 
Figurative Exprefiion, and fignify no more than having ftrange 
and incurable Difeafes. But the Vanity of this Evation will ~ 
eafily appear from the Confideration that the Cure of Difeafes ~ 
= apm diftinguifhed in Holy Writ from cafting out Devils. 
We read, Mat. 4. 24. And they brought unto him all fick People, 
that were taken with divers Difexes and Torments, andthofe that | 
were poffe|s'd. with Devils, and thofe that were Lumatick, &c: So 
Luke 16.18. He healed them of their Difeafes, and thofe that 
Were vexed with unclean Spirit brought unto him, and he 
healed them iskewife. Add tothits, that the Devils ¢ry’d out of 

thofe that were poffefs’d among the Gergafens; Afgt. 8. 16. atid 
befought our Saviour, faying, Suffer us to go into the Herd of 
Swine. Now the Perfons afflséted could not be thooght to de- 
fire this, that were an unaccountable fort of Poffeflion indeed, 
for a Man to enter into Swine; fo that it muft be meant of the 
Devil, who {poke out of the. Man. Many Inftances of this 
may be produc’d from Seripture, but thefe thal! fuffice at 


out ThisConfuter having now {pent his Stock*of Arguments, 

OCS ON with his eer as I fuppofe he thinks it, tho* 
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Language Fo 

. For rt 
till | come To the 


fam ublig 


otorieusUntrath, which] 
fidence to think of inpofing 


wnto Temptation, with two WVegatives. Now we were far from 
laying any greatStrelsiupon this, that be cannot-make it ap- 
pear-that any fires at‘allistaid upan it. fn two Places of the 
Accom of the Difcovery, 8c. mention is made of her not'be- 
ing able tofay the Lord's Prayer, ‘p10, 12. P. 10. itishil, 
that, fhe couidinos thisSentence, Forgive us our Trefpafes, 
nor this, Lead Inthe 1 2th'Page are ex- 
the various ‘Waysifhe had-of-tarning and winding thefe 
two Sentences together; Lead us mot ino Temptation, but deli- 
ver us-not from awd Changes of Exprefiion, 
‘theonce sepeats the two Negatives 
Bat no fisels isiaid-apon that, any more than any other of her 
waysot repeating thole Sentences. Nor-indeed is any fogrea 
fireis laid .wpon ‘her-net being able to fay the Lord’s Prayer, 
it is by'no,means made, my Confuter calls it, the Criterion 
of aWstch. Aas. ndeed been an old Obfervation, that Wit- 
chescould not laythe Lord’s Prayer: ‘We had a mind to try 
this. Experiment on fane'Wenbam, we found the could not do 
it’; this feem’d tous a Gircumftance of Guilt, bot we never 
thought.it.a convencing Proof, or made'vfe of it as foch. 
palsy thé-relt.of chis Raillery, titt we come tofane Wen- 
Conteffion:to: Mr. Strat, to.evade the Strengthof which 
Queftions wereall en{narmgand fuperficial, p.33- 
know not what he may call an enfnaring “Qneftion to ask 
any Perfon aceufed.of a Capital Grime, ‘whetter he be guilty 
or no, may,in one’ fenfe be cafled Suinaring, fince upon Con- 
_ feflion follows'Gonviétion and Serteace. ‘As for their ‘being 
+f asking her»whether fhe was-a ‘Witch or no, how 
long fhe had-been fo, what induced her to'bewitch this Maid, 
and the liké, are’Queftions not to the purpofe, 1 wopld gladly 
© know what. maybe thought fo. ’Tis ‘true ‘they might have 
q asked her more Queftions, but the reafon why they did not 
becouleher \Kinfman Archer fully fatisheo 
‘ in her Guilt, and they were fo ftricken with Horror at the 
Dideavery of fo much Wickednefs, that the great Concer 


that was upon them made them unwilling for the 


| 


tation 
Regard, 
notice of a 
upon his Readers, who might at ance only, upon turn. 
ing tothe Place eferr'd to, ‘find out his onfeir Reprefentation 
the Matter. Great Serefs,. fayste, ig lxid upon Fane 
ham's tepeating that Sentence in the Lord’s Prave ead ui 


be more 
ear any more, and indeed no good Man but world 
ordinarily troubled at the Difcovery of fuch 
Combinations with the Devil. This {truck a Damp spon ~ 
Spirits which.made them lad to retire, and their purfuing 
Matter nofatther, when fhe was in the confeffing Fiumrour, 
a {trong Argument that they meant not tue leaft Hatm to - 
oor old Wontan, bore but ‘only to the 
rrid Crime whereof ood accusd, 

"The reft of this “Foe Comment on the Story of Fane 
Wenham, ‘being of a Piece with the former, and comitting 
nothing, but a few Mifreprefenrations and ridiculous Goaen- 
ULES, don’ think worth taking any farther Notice of: But 
Author being not the only one who makes Sport with 4mme 
Thorns recovering out of her Fits by Prayers, 


thal] conclude 


this with a'W ord or two concerning this good Effect of Prayer. | 


And here] muft_obferve, rhat the Reverend Clergymen, who 
pray'd by Anne Thorz in her Fits, were fo far from atrogating 
t) themfelves any extraordinary Power of difpoffefimg the 
Devil, that-they never once made ufe of any Adjurations OF 
other Forms of Exorcifm whatfoever.. They did net fo mi 
® as attempt to command the evil Spirit tocome out of the Affliét- 

fed, by the powerful Name of ¥e/us, at which the Devils trem=- 
m bic, and all the Powers of Hell are more difmay’d, than the 
whiffling Scepticks of this Age. No, they took a modefter 
Courfe, immediately addrefs’d themfelves to the Throne of 


Grace, and implor’d the Affiftance of Heaven ; they knew, | 


that the Almighty Arm alone awas fufficient againft fuch ex- 
traordinary Infults of the Devil, and therefore in an hunible 
Manner they catled for Help from God, and no ‘fooner had 
they begur to pray, but they found their Prayers anfwerd, 


| ven before they were all offer’d up. As for what this Confu- , 
ter fays, that they having a round Number of Colleéts to ply the 


aftiéted “Anne Thorn with, *twas ten to one if the Paroxim asd 
not abate in that Time, p. 46, lanfwer, *twas always obferv 
that fhe began to recover-immediately at the Beginusng of the 
Prayers ; and by the Time we had repeated three or four Sen- 
tences of the Lord’s Prayer, which was generally the firik 
ufed, fhe was able to’ join with us in the re(t, altho’ the Mi- 
nute before fhe was {peechle&, ang to all Appearance fenfe- 
lefs ; and this conftantly happen’d fometimes in the very Be- 
ginning of a Fit, within a Minute-or two after it had feizd 
her, in which Time the Paroxijm could not abate naturally, 
and by Degrees, which is indeed a very good Reafon, why 


the Abatement of her Fits fhou!d be attributed to the Succela 
Of Prayers, | 


~ Tore 


thefe Gentlemen, who are fo a our callin 
God in this Extremity, would thew usa ben 
‘Weare direéted by St. Fames, chap. 5. V. 24, t5..to ufe thi 
_ asthe belt Remedy, Js any fick among you, let him call for tls 
, Elders of the Church, and let them pray over him—and the Prost 
er of Fasth foall fave the Sick. And for our Encouragement hele 
papa) v.16. The effetiual fervent Prayer of a righteous Malt 
availetih much, whichhe confirms in the two following Ver 
Bes by the Example of Elias, who prayed earneftly that it might 

rain, and it raineA not for the Space of three Years and fil 
Months, and he prayed egain, and the Heavens gave Rain, 
;This we have found by our own Experience to be true, 
| * God is ready to hear and anfwer the Prayers of his faitafull 
*Servants, and we hope it may ferve in fome meafare tocreate) 

adue Reverénce and Relfpe(t to Prayers in genera}, and thokj 
of our Holy Chairch in particular, fo happily ufed on this Oc 
which is all the Advantage the ‘Clergy expeé to 
~ from this remarkable Occurrence, which can never be thought 
(as oor Author injurioully fuggefts) to bring in any, much 


Offerings. 
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+ thele Gentlemen, who are fo 
God in this Extremity, would thew bets 
are diretted by St. fames, chap. 5. 14, ule the 
belt Remedy, Js any fick among you, let him call for them 
+ -kelders of the Church, and let them ay over bim—and the Prat 
7 of Fasth foall fave the Sick. And for our Encouragement felt 
yaa) v.16. The effetiual fervent Prayer of a righteous Malt 
evaileth much, whichhe confirms in the two following 
Ses by the Example of Elsas, who prayed earneftly thatst might i 
rain, and it raineA not for the Space of three Tear: and 
; Months, and he prayed again, and the Heavens gave Ren kt a 
‘This. we have found by our own Experience to be true, thill 
God is ready to hear and anfwer the Prayers of his faitafulll 
»Servants, and we hope it may ferve in fome meafare tocreatel 
Reverénce and Refpe(t to Prayers in general, and thok] 
of our Holy Chairch in particular, fo happily nfed on this Oc 
eahion, which is all the Advantage the ‘Clergy expe& to 
from this remarkable Occurrence, which can never be thought 
(as our Author injurioully fuggefts) to bring in any, much 
Offerings. 
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429.434. Lam well informed, | 
that the jate Dr.Stebbing,when a young 
Man, wrote a pamphlet or twe in favour 
of Jane Wenham [condemned for a 
watch at Hertford, 1712). This poor 
woman, againit the opinion of the 
¢ who tried her, was found guilty 

y the She however received a. 
pardon trom the Queen; and a gentle. 
man in the country provided her an 
Spartment over his ftables, fent her 
wictuais from his table, and fuffered 
her to attend on his children. She 
Was ever after looked upon’ by the 
family as an honett, good-natured wo- 
man. Mr. Bragge, in his evidence 
on her trial, declared, on the faith of a 
clergyman; he believed her to be a | 
witch ; whéreupon the judge told him, | 
that therefore, on the truth of a judge, 
he took him to be noconjurer.” He 
alfa told the jury that they fhould not 
P*ook for witches among the old wo- 
“en, but among the young. 


. 
> 
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WITCHCRAFT :—WENHAM (Jane, the Witch of Walkerne, H erts) | 


, 


ot the 


itle neatly mended, 


"12—in 1 vol. post 8vo. calf, SCARCE, £1. 48 


Tryal 


Ishire Witcheraft Considered, and 
J.) Defence 


enham, corner oO 


, Anne Street, ete., with her 


count of her Sorcery and Witchcraft upon 


Examination of the Preceding, °12—bBragg 


Proceedings against Jane W 


E. Curll, 


This case caused a 


Curll, 1712—Case_of the Hertforc 


TRACTS concerning : 
the Bodies of Anne ‘Thorn 


Jane Wenham was found guilty of 


as tried, viz. ‘‘ for conversing with the Devil in the shape of @ 


creat deal of stir and discussion. 


> 
—_— 
—_ 
— 
— 
— 


h on March 4th, 1 


+) 


Cat,” and was sentenced to Deat 


_ various pamphlets in which the qu stion of witchcraft 


sorcery. 
gt Walkerne in Hartio 


JANE WENHAM, THE WALKERNE “ WITCH.” | 


‘nd was considerably agitated by a tale of witch- 
craft said to have been practised by Jane Wenham, of 
Walkerne, in this county ; whose trial gave rise to 


was argued with much vehemence and passion. The 


‘al itself went through several editions under the 
Sere of ‘A fall and impartial 9 {the digcave 


At the beginning of the last century the public | 


Anne Thorne and Anne Street, &c.’ 
ainst her from her first being com 
Sir Hy Chatincey; also her al at the Assizes at 
Hertford before Mr. Justice Powell, where she was 
found guilty of felony and witchcraft, and received 
sentence of death for the same Mar. 4th 1711-12 By 
T. Bragge, 8vo.’’ This poor woman, against the 
pi Judge tried her, was found 


_ witch,” whereupon the Judge told him that ** there- 
fore on the truth of a judge, he took him to be a non- | 


| 
himself af 


Lond. 1712, 8vo. Then followed 
, oO itchcraft,’’ 8vo., ascribed to Mr. Pittis, 1/12, an 
| also ey full Confutation of Witchcraft in a letter 
from a physician in Herts toatr in London,’’ 8yo., 


opi 
uilty by the jury. She, however, received a n 
Seas the Queen ; and a gentleman in the county pro- 
vided her an apartment over his stables, sent her 
victuals from his table, and suffered her to attend on 
his children. She was ever after looked upon by the 
family as an honest, good-natured woman, See 
letters frcm tbe north of Scotland, vol. I. 250 r. 
is , on “the 
faith of a clergyman,” that “he believed her to bea 


ractisec ane We | 

by 


juror.”? (Gough’s Brit. Top. I. 434). This was replied | | 


to by ‘* The case of the Hertfordshire Wj aft con- 
sidered,”’ 0} ic in my library. 
Bragge, Vicar of Hitchin, published a second tract, 
called ‘** Witchcraft further displayed,’’ vindicating 
In nee of witcheraft, 


1772. The last two were answered by  pafsnes ef 
oceedi agains e Wenham,” &e., by 


e, A.B. Lond. . Also the ‘‘ Belief of Witch- 
vindicated,’’ &c., by 8.R.A.M., answered by 
‘“‘The impossibility of Witchcraft further demen- 
strated,’’ &c., &c. Six years after, in 1716, the affair 
was again discussed by Dr. Hutchinson im his historical 
essay concerning witchcraft, chap. 10; »p. 1-29.— 


A. E. Gras. bes 


the Hertfordshire Witchcraft considered, being 
an Examination of a Work entitled “a full 
and impartial Account of the Discovery of 
Sorcery and Witchcraft practised by JANE 
WENHAM of Walkern, upon the Bodies of ANNE 
THORNE, ANNE STREET, etc.” (86 pages), 8vo, 
unbound, very scarce, 78 6d 1712 


WITCHCRAFT—Trial of Jenoet Preston et Gis- 

in- Craven, @® the York Assizes, July, 

for praetising Devilish and 

called’ Witchcreft, post 8vo. sewed, 

“The whole process shows the 

dence that was deemed sufficient in the reign 

of James the First to deprive a poor helpléss 
creature of life.’— Atheneum. 


17 A FULL and partictlar of the’ Dis- 
covery of Sorcery and’ Witchcraft, practised 


by Jane Wenham, lhe reputed Hertfordshi 
Witch, till her Commitment by 


8vo, pamphlet, uncut, vERY SCARCE, 


| 
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: | 
| 
401 Hertfordshire Witches.—The Case of 
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